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Preface

In the summer of 1932, my father, Fred Bradley, and | were visiting his father,
A.J. Bradley, In Whitehouse, Ohio. Walking through the barn, grandfather noticed a
cardboard box full of family papers, leafed into afew of them, and asked if | wanted
them. Not really interested, at sixteen, but thoroughly drilled it politeness to my elders, |
said yes and thank you.

In 1956, after marriage, our daughter, and many transfers, my wife Madge and |
began copying the old |etters as time permitted. Living in Arlington, Virginia, we
visited the National Archives, Library of Congress, DAR Library, and the National
Genealogical Society trying to piece together the Who®Who of the many namesin the
letters.

In 1961, still deciphering and copying from time to time, we were blessed with
luck. We met, by mail, Mrs. Paul (Pearle Bye) Houchen, Beaver Crossing, Nebraska,
granddaughter of Albert Bradley and great-granddaughter of Eli Judson Bradley. Her
information and advice have been invaluable.

This book is an omnium-gatherum, perhaps a goulash, of family letters, local
histories, war records, Census data, recollections, deaths, births, and marriages for three
generations. If bits of genealogical information are inevitably included in the mix, |
hope to have heeded Paul®@warning, in the Epistle to Titus, to avoid vain genealogies.

The 1648-1741 period was given little space because only secondary sources
were available to us. There are many other gaps and loose ends in the book. Several
blank pages are provided as a sort of Appendix for those who want to add information
and make corrections.

Over the years we have become indebted to many who have gone out of their way
to help. Especially: Connie Bradley Alward, Charles D. Bradley, Fred Bradley, Harley
Bradley, Helen M. Bradley, Pearle Houchen, Belle Bradley Lewis, Bradley Lewis, Ellen
Lewis, Naomi Bradley Tennison, and many members of a special breed of dedicated
professionals, Librarianseverywhere.



Foremost, however, thanks to Grandfather A.J., Great-Grandfather Eber, and
Great-Great-Uncle Timothy Meigs because they saved al of that old stuff.

Our experiences in preparing the book were best and genially described by
Laurence Sterne in Tristram Shandy:

...When aman sits down to write a history-&o it be but the history of Jack
Hickathrift or Tom Thumb, he knows no more than his heels what lets and
confounded hindrances he is to meet with in his way—or what a dance he

may be led, by one excursion or another, before all isover...

Accounts to reconcile:
Anecdotes to pick up:

I nscriptions to make out:
Stories to weavein:
Traditionsto sift..."

Myron Bradley

Murray, Kentucky 1977



Chapter |
1648-1761

Where Eber ° Bradley®line of Bradleys originated in England is conjecture. A
popular ideaisthat they came from Bingley, West Riding of Y orkshire, near Leeds on
the River Aire. Perhaps this notion is made attractive by the names of two villagesin the
vicinity, High Bradley and Low Bradley, a mile apart, near Skipton, known as Bradleys
Both.

The source of the name is from the Anglo-Saxon, compounded of the words
"brad", "broad ".and "lea", afield or meadow, or from "braden leagan"”, abroad clearing
in the forest. Many places in England bear the name. *

Whatever the derivation, we inherited no coat of arms, that "engaging nonsense"
as it has been termed. A coat of armsis not granted to afamily name, only to a
particular family or person.

Largely from two of the more plausible accounts of the family®earliest yearsin
the Colonies, we can construct the probable family line from about 1648 to 1761.%°

Elizabeth Bradley, widow, came to New Haven, Connecticut from England about
1648 with or at approximately the same time as her children and stepson:

William, possibly a stepson, died in 1690 or 1691;
Ellen, married John Ailing or Allin;

Daniel, died about 1658;

Joshua, born about 1637,

Nathan, 1638-1713;

Stephen', 1642-1701.

The name of the childrens@ather is not known, nor the name of his first wife.

In America, Elizabeth Bradley married John Parmelee in 1653; after his death in
1659 she married John Evartsin 1663. He died in 1669. Parmel ee and Evarts were from
Guilford, Connecticut. Elizabeth died in January 1683.

Captain Stephen * Bradley@®first wife was Hannah Smith of New Haven whom he
married in 1663. Seven children were born of the
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marriage. After the death of Hannah, he married Mrs. Mary Leete, widow of William
Leete, Jr. Stephen® was representative from Guilford to the General Assembly eleven
times between 1692 and the year of his death, 1701.

Third-born among the Captain®children was his namesake, Stephen ? of East
Guilford, born in 1668, who married Sarah, daughter of Andrew Ward of Killingworth,
in 1693. They had four children including Stephen® who was born in 1696.

This third Stephen married Jemima Cornwall (also reported as Cromwell,
Cornwall, and Cornell) of Long Island in 1718. She died in 1787 after having eleven
children between 1720, Joseph, and 1743, Eber.

Their fifth child was still another Stephen, *bornin 1729. He married Ruth,
daughter of Deacon Timothy Meigs, in 1755. Stephen * died July 31, 1803, hiswifein
1814. Their son Eber, ° born March 4, 1761, the subject of the title of this paper, had
nine siblings:

Samuel Cornel, 1756-1834, married Abigail Brownson;

Miner, sometimes reported as "Mina," 1758-1777,

Stilman, born 1763, married Elizabeth (Betsey) Cook of Guilford;

Molly, 1765-1806, wife of Timothy Lewis;

John French Meigs, born 1768, married Sally Titus of Covington, Vermont;
Joy, 1771-1846, married Sally Howe;

Ruth, 1774-1817, married Captain Jacob Sherwin;

Harding, 1776-1819, married Rebecca Brady;

Miner, 1779-1803, never married.



Chapter I1

Vermont and Revolution

By Eber ° Bradley®account, in his declaration to obtain a pension for
Revolutionary War services, he was born in "East Guilford (now Madison) in the
County of New Haven and State of Connecticut on the 4th day of March 1761." The
statement went on:

My father and family moved when | was about thirteen years of age from
Connecticut to Sunderland (New Hampshire Grants) in the now County of
Bennington and State of Vermont, *

In May 1773, the Connecticut Courant of Hartford published an advertisement for
45,000 acres of land for sale by the fledgling Onion River Company organized by
Ethan, Ira, Heman, and Zimri Allen and cousin Remember Baker. Fishing was fine,
according to the ad, excellent wheat land in the higher areas, first-class bottom lands,
navigation and markets available. Still, they did not sell much land before the
Revolution.”

Whether Stephen, * Ruth, and their seven or eight children made the journey
about 1774 from East Guilford to Sunderland by water, using available waterways as
much as possible, or followed the blazed trails through the forests, the move was
arduous in the extreme.

They may have moved their belongings on a horse-drawn sled or, if they had no
horse, by hand. Wagons were not practical on the rough trail, covered as it was with
fallen trees, underbrush, and boulders. Whatever heroic means migrating families used,
they tried to bring with them corn meal, pork, seed corn, an ax and afew other basic
tools, musket with powder, fishing equipment, and the ever-popular jug or jugs of rum.

When the Bradley family got to their new home, they found Sunderland was a
frontier settlement, not large enough to be called a principa center or even a settled
community.”*

Corn was the staple of the newcomers@ables so an early effort was made to sow
that invaluable crop. Pumpkins were easily grown and when dried |asted into the winter.
Later on,
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vegetables, oats, rye, and wheat were added. Hunting and trapping provided variety for
their meals. Plenty of game was usually available including quail, turkeys, wild pigeons,
and bears for stews and roasts.”

In the 17706, male attire in the Grants favored butternut-dyed brown coats and
breeches, wool stockings, and tough leather boots.®

Dwellings were primitive. The log house, chinked with clay, usually had a bark
roof, a stone fireplace for both heating and cooking with a stone chimney or merely a
holein th7e roof for the smoke to escape. Windows were covered with greased paper or
blankets.

Why did our ancestors make such a move? That they expected to improve their
lot in life, whether by real estate speculation, farming or business, goes without saying.
Too, the New Hampshire Grants represented the enticing "West" which had attracted
previous generations and was to attract the next generations of Bradleys to Ohio,
Missouri, Nebraska and California

At about the time Stephen and his family moved to the Grants, Thomas (One-
Eyed Tom) Chittenden, later along-time governor of Vermont, and the Ethan Allen clan
also moved in from Connecticut. Chittenden, Ethan, and the shrewd Ira Allen made
their homes for yearsin the vicinity of Sunderland and Arlington.

Violence was rife throughout the area as New Y ork Staters battled with the
holders of grants from New Hampshire over land ownership. The Bradleys may well
have been involved. The Allens and the Chittendens were in the thick of things, on the
side of the New Hampshire claimants and to protect their own extensive land
Speculations.

Ethan Allen, verbose, profane, and lover of the "flowing bowl!", aided by his
brothers, Seth Warner, Tom Chittenden, and what one jaundiced New Y orker described
as "twelve or fifteen of the most Blackguard Fellows", kept excitement high. Allen®
paramilitary group protected the settlers who had acquired their land from New
Hampshire and, not at all incidentally, protected the Allens@wn investments against the
claims of the hated "Y orkers'.

One Y orker, granted severa thousands of acres on a stream near the Onion (now
the Winooski) River, was attacked by a group

4



of Allen®people In August 1773. An employee of the landowner reported:

Our Houses are al Burnt Down...The Mill Stones Brock and Thronsin To
the Crick, the Corn isall Destroed by There Horses and.. .they threatened
to Bind some of us To aTree and Skin us dlive.

The report ended with the understandable conclusion, "Therefore we think its
impossible To us To Live hear in Peace."®

Not long after Stephen and his family arrived in the Grants, the Revolutionary
War was upon them. Eber®@brother, Samuel Cornel (his spelling in adeed of 1781,
although many records used "Cromwell" and "Cornell")Bradley, older by five years, had
volunteered from Sunderland in June 1775, the month of Bunker Hill and two months
after Lexington-Concord. He was a private, afifer, as Eber wasto be later, ina
company commanded by Captain Gideon Brownson. The regiment was under Seth
Warner.

Samuel marched to Ticonderoga (taken in May that year by Ethan Allen and
Benedict Arnold), then to the siege of St. Johns, a British military base on Canada®
Sorel River which surrendered to the Americans under General Richard Montgomery on
November 2, 1775. From there, as he stated in his pension papers, "to Laprairie, hence
to Longueuil (acrossthe St. Lawrence from Montreal) and there had a skirmish.”
Samuel Bradley was among Montgomery®troops that took possession of Montreal on
November 13th.’

Montgomery moved on from Montreal to attack Quebec. Colonel Warner,
considering an attack on Quebec to be foolhardy, insisted that he and his troops be
discharged. As Warner and his men returned south, Montgomery moved against the
Canadian stronghold where he waskilled in action, in amilitary disaster for the
Americans, on December 31st.

Samuel |eft the service when his six-month enlistment expired in December.
Fifty-eight years |ater, Eber recollected the length of his brother®@service, " (Samuel)
went away in warm weather and did not return till winter." °

In June 1776, Samuel served for at least twenty-seven days as a corporal in
Captain Gideon Brownson® Company "for the Defence of the frontiers of the New
Hampshire Grants." ° In the
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spring and summer of 1776, British General Burgoyne was on his way south on Lake
Champlain. Soon, it was again a British lake and the Onion a British river. Settlers fled
south leaving their hard-won farms to the Red Coats, Indians, and the inclement
elements.

On January 15, 1977, representatives of towns in the Grants declared their
Independence, assuming the name "New Connecticut.” The derivative name lasted until
June 4 when the Windsor Convention adopted the name "Vermont" and established an
Independent republic with its own postal service, coinage, and militia, but without
recognition from the U.S. Congress until becoming the fourteenth statein 1791.

In @7, at Hubbardton, Colonial forces—and Vermonters, continued to fight side-
by-side with the other colonies despite their "Independent Republic "-which had
abandoned Ticonderogato the British on July 6, were beaten in a bloody, forty-minute
battle on July 7th. On July 20, Samuel again volunteered. He served as a sergeant in
John Warner®@ Company of Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Herrick® Regiment of Rangers,
organized that year and financed by sale of Tories@roperty. *°

In his pension application, Samuel recalled, "1 was at the battle at Bennington
Vermont at that place we had two battles in one day," a casual enough reference to the
history-making Battle of Bennington on August 16.° That American victory over
Burgoyne® Germans, Tories, and Indians foreshadowed Gentleman Johnny® surrender
at Saratoga two months and one day |ater.

Incidentally, afavorite family story in afew local histories has been that there
were four Bradley brothers at the Battle of Bennington. Good alliteration, poor history.
The only soldiers there bearing the family name were Samuel of the Connecticut-
Vermont family and Private Philbrick Bradley of New Hampshire, according to the
records of the Bennington Museum.

Eber was still at home and Samuel on this tour of duty when their brother Miner,
in hislate teens, died on August 9, or as a notation in an old family record places the
date, "seven days before Battle of Bennington.” (A later-born son was aso named
Miner.)



From Bennington the Rangers moved to Pawlet, Vermont before Samuel completed this
enlistment on December 3, 1777 after 137 days. His pay was four pounds, eleven
shillings, four pence. °

On March 4, 1778, Eber reached his seventeenth birthday and it was his turn.
That spring three men were called from Sunderland: Eber, Elon Lee, and Gerah Paine.
"We enlisted for seven months and were ordered to Rutland. | enlisted asamusician, a
fifer and always served in that capacity whenever | was called into the army.” * Elon
Lee, ayear or two younger, became a musician too, a drummer.

The fifer and drummer were important in the organization of Revolutionary War
armies. Each company was supposed to have at least one of each. These musicians,
particularly the drummer, sounded signals from reveille to tattoo, called the troops
together, ordered the march, provided music for formal marches, and announced meals
and church services.

Eber probably had an ordinary wooden fife. Boxwood was a favorite material
although afew were made of iron. If—it isabig if-he had a uniform, it supposedly
followed the European custom of having the uniforms of musicians the reverse of those
of theregiment. ™

About the time his younger brother was called up, Samuel again volunteered, in
April 1778, serving until July in the Rangers under Ebenezer Allen, a distant cousin of
Ethan®. The month after, in August, he enlisted for one year as a"minute man in the
Militia."

From his brother® experience, Eber knew that a soldier®pay was uncertain at
best. Although Vermont®Board of War eventually ordered militiamen paid five pre-war
shillings daily, payment was up to the towns so a militiaman rarely got more than one
shilling aday. *

Worse, to quote Eber® statements, he "received my pay, if pay it could be called
In depreciated continental money." Furthermore, "l never received any pay except for
the seven months at Rutland." Something else he never received was aformal discharge,
simply being "dismissed after serving out our time."

Fort Ranger at Rutland to which Bradley, Lee, and Paine were sent in 1778, had
been erected that year after inhabitants of the



northern frontier demanded that the Council of Safety protect them from incursions of
British and Indians from Canada. The fort was the strongest of those built as a result of
the settl ers@uitcries, serving as headquarters for the troops on that frontier 2

If comparable to othersin the area, Fort Ranger was surrounded by a moat five or six
feet deep into which the Vermonters sunk tree trunks rising sixteen or eighteen feet
above ground, erected closely together and sharpened at the top. Inside the tall pickets
was a dirt-and-logs breastwork six feet high and six feet at the base. Loop-holes
between the pickets were big enough for a musket barrel to pass through. The forts were
generally square, covering an acre or more.

Fifty-four years later, the veteran recalled that during his seven months at Fort
Ranger, May 1 to November 30, his captain was Nathan (actually, William) Hutchins.
Higher up, Maor Whitcomb was commander. Eber also remembered, "Capt. Thomas
Sawyer commanded a company at the fort this summer (1778)*

The fifer had an unhappy reason to remember Sawyer. "In the summer of 17 791
was called out in a classification of the Militiaof Vermont. | served twenty days under
the command of Capt. Thomas Sawyer in the fort at Rutland, Vermont—after our time
of 20 days had expired Capt. Sawyer refused to dismiss us but kept us some days after,
but how long | cannot recollect.” *

Sawyer, now commanding at Ranger, received ordersin May of 1779 from
Thomas Chittenden, Captain General, instructing him that the Fort® purpose was to
"prevent the incursion of the enemy on the Northern Frontiers and to annoy them should
they come within your reach...Y ou will keep out constant scouts towards the lake, so as
to get the earliest intelligence of the motion and designs of the enemy." *°

Soldiering on the frontier was deadly serious work. Sawyer®@ Company lost three
young men in May 1779, captured by British scouts, who did not get home until an
exchange of prisonersin 1782. *°

Eber and Samuel had afirst cousin in service, Lemuel Bradley (1750-1800),
whose father, Joseph (1720-1810), was an older brother of their father@ In November
1779, Lemuel was on duty for three days on "an Alarm at Neshobe."



A militia act was adopted by the General Assembly in 1779 for drafting troops for
frontier service. Men of each militia district were separated into groups, each of the
groups to provide soldiers as needed.

Samuel was a Lieutenant in the militiain 1779, his commission signed by
Thomas Chittenden himself.9 He was frequently called out as was Eber, who served two
or three weeks in the autumn of
1779. aswell as he could remember it years later, at Castleton where he was under the
command of Captain Eli Brownson.1 His memory of his captain and the year may have
been wrong; other sources say Captain Dan Comstock and the year 1780.

Castleton was on the frontier which extended east on aline from Castleton to the
crest of the Green Mountains, NE to Newbury on the Connecticut River. The line was
sparcely occupied by poorly equipped, often hungry, militiamen. In the spring of 1780,
Castleton®garrison, if it deserved the name, amounted to nineteen. *°

While at Castleton, Private Eber was among thirteen or fourteen men under Major
| saac dark who were sent to the British ship "Moriah" near Crown Point on Lake
Champlain. The announced purpose was the exchange of prisoners.!

In fact, this service and prisoner exchange probably took place in October 1780,
not 1779. In August 1780, Chittenden wrote to Sir Frederick Haldimand, Governor of
the Province of Quebec and Commander of the British forcesin Canada, suggesting a
cartel for the exchange of prisoners. This was the beginning of highly secret,
complicated negotiations between Vermont®|eaders and the British known as the
Haldimand Affair, in which Mgor Isaac Clark, a son-in-law of Chittenden®, was an
insider.

One-Eyed Tom and the Allens appeared to offer cooperation to the British,
hinting that becoming a British colony under certain conditions was not completely
unattractive. The imbroglio of diplomatic feints and fakes by the Vermont side
tantalized and stalled Haldimand long enough to save the little Republic from invasion,
aload of post-war debts, and permitted Ethan Allen and his fellow negotiators (or
conspli 9rators) to send their militiamen home to their families with only occasional call-
outs.

War or no war, we know where Samuel was on February 28,

1780. He was in Sunderland, marrying Abigail Brownson. Eber was there, certainly
Stephen and Ruth, the Brownson family, and
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the bridegroom®severa siblings Including teen-aged Stilman. Half a century later, Eber
had notgforgotten that transportation on the memorable day was by a horse-drawn
seigh.

The next month Eber was in service for awhile in Daniel Comstock® Company,
March 22 to 26. His pay-plus-mileage (seventy miles) came to less than two pounds.. *

Demands for military service by Vermonters diminished as a benefit of the
Haldimand business although the army required Eber for duty @& great number of times
during the war for two or three days at atime." These included three more weeks at
Castleton "but cannot distinctly recollect what year it was in or what season of the year
but | remember it was the time Cornwallis was taken (October 19, 1781)."*

The two Bradleys never forgot their meeting during this period of service. They
had been together at Castleton "three weeks or more (and) on their return on the shore of
WEells Pond (a dozen miles from Castleton, now Lake St. Catherine) first heard the news
of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis and had firing on the occasion."®

Stilman, their younger brother, eighteen years old, was in the same Company at
Castleton athough not mentioned in their pension statements. °

The paths of the various Bradleys crossed often during the war. The names of
Eber, Samuel, Stilman, Lemuel, and Joseph frequently appear on the same 1778-1782
payrolls.

Even after CornwallisGurrender at Y orktown, there were short duty assignments
for Eber. In December 1781, in Captain Eli Brownson® Company, Colonel Ira Allen®
Regiment, he responded to "an allarm to the westward" for four days. @n that alarm,
Cousin Lemuel, now a captain, headed a company of militiain the regiment. *’

The following month, Eber marched to Castleton in Ira Allen®@militia. Eleven
days 011= service plus forty-five miles of travel paid one pound, ten shillings, and a half-
pence.

One day was served in May 1782 in the "retaking of Lt. Wm. Blanchard, Taking
of Tories, and etc.”* * Blanchard had been captured near Arlington by a Loyalist officer
from Canada and seventeen Americans he had recruited for the British forces. Colonel
Ira Allen ordered a party of Vermont militiato waylay
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the Loyalists at a mountain pass where they succeeded in freeing the Lieutenant.
Captain Lemuel was also a part of this expedition. During the same month, Eber served

two days under Lieutenant David Holt as "a Guard that went to Bennington with some
prisonersto Goal.”*

11



Chapter |11

Farmers, Merchants, Pensioners

Once the Revolutionary War was over in 1783, settlers felt safe in moving north
to the Onion River area. Samuel and Abigail moved to Essex in Chittenden County
where they were among the earliest settlers. Eber and Stilman moved to Williston in the
same county. A long-time friend, Nathan Allen, placed the time of Eber®move at
"about the year 1788"* the year after Chittenden County was established.

Eber® married Diantha (" Dianthy") Judson (1762-1826), daughter of Micah and
Esther Judson, in 1785. Their children arrived in this order:

Phoebe, born in 1786, became the wife of Colonel John L. Corning;
Timothy Meigs, named after Ruth Meigs Bradley®father, bornin 1788;
Stephen, 1790;

Polly, 1792, married Magjor Ezbon Sanford;

Eben, probably named after his mother@brother, Eben (1779-1814), born
in 1794, married Mary Paine;

Ell Judson, named for his mother®@younger brother Eli (1764-1802), born
on June 27, 1803, when his father was forty-two and Diantha forty.

In his pension papers, Eber stated that "since the war have always resided in
Williston my present place of residence,”" so probably all of their children except Phoebe
and possibly Timothy Meigs were born in Chittenden County.

Thefirst Census of the United States, in 1790, reported Eber and family in
Williston. His household consisted of one free white male of sixteen or upward (Eber),
two free white males under sixteen (Timothy and Stephen), and two free white females
(Diantha and Phoebe).

There were other Bradleys reported in Williston: Stilman (married to Betsey
Cook in 1788), Elisha, and Joseph were heads of families. The Census listed Elisha,
Stilman, and Eber almost consecutively, indicating that the three veterans were close
neighbors. Samuel was not far away; Stilman estimated his own home to be about seven
miles from Samuel®in Essex.

12



Elisha and Joseph Bradley, brothers and veterans of the Revolution, lived in the
Williston neighborhood all of their lives after the war. Although they were not related to
Eber@family or, if at al, very remotely, they were remarkable in their own right. Elisha
refused to file for his pension because of his religious opinions. His brother also refused
to file, saying he had been "in the devil®service then, and served him faithfully, but
(have) a better master now."

Eventually, with or without his cooperation, Elisha was awarded an annual
pension of $48.33 annually in 1848, the year he died at ninety-two. Joseph died in 1847
without applying for his. His survivors, however, were paid his accumulated 1831-1847
pension, at $25.53 ayear, in 1856.

In 1793, Nathl. C. dark—aneighbor, friend, or relative of the Bradleys?-died; his
"List of Rateable Estate" finally wound up in the Bradley family papers. For what it tells
of family valuablesin the 1790@, it isinteresting that his watch was listed at eighteen
pounds; two oxen at six pounds; three cows at the same value;
three horses at nine pounds; one acre of plow land at four; four acres of pasture a one
pound, twelve shillings; ten acres of meadows at three pounds, fifteen shillings; three
acres uninclosed at six shillings; and eight acres of bush pasture at sixteen shillings. A
wooden clock was reported at a pound; a silver watch at one pound and ten shillings;
and two scythes and five snathes (shafts or handles) as a unit at eighteen shillings, nine
pence.

British money, legal currency up to 1796, was widely used until 1807 when
official conversion to lawful U.S. currency was made. In many areas, including
Vermont, pounds, shillings, and pence were used for years after that date.

The 1800 Census did not report Eber@family in Chittenden County although
Samuel, Stilman, Elisha and Joseph were recorded. Nevertheless, Eber and Diantha
certainly were in Williston on the 23rd of January 1800 when they were named among
those organizing the Congregational Church. This was a combined church-civic
function, Vermont towns having the legal duty, until 1807, for certain religious
responsibilities including locating a place for the meeting house. The leading
denomination for decades, Congregationalist,® already had churchesin
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Jericho, Hinesburgh, Charlotte, and Essex according to Hemenway® Gazetter.

By 1810, his family appears again on the Census sheets. One male was under ten,
Eli Judson; three males between sixteen and twenty-six were Eben. Stephen, and
Timothy Meigs, one male over forty-five, Eber 5 The two females under forty-five were
Phoebe and Polly, the one over forty-five was Diantha.

In that year there was a near-tragedy which remained vivid to Timothy thirty-
three years later. He wrote in his journal for
January 2, 1843:

| seemed to get my terrible sickness by taking care of (brother Stephen) in
Upper Canada (now Ontario) in 1810 near 20 days and nightsin
succession. | feel sure | did not sleep at all my mind was in such agitation
on account of friends at home that | lost the desire, the wish, or appetite for

sleep.

They were in their early twenties at the time, Timothy older by two years.

The War of 1812 was unpopular in Vermont, but two of Eber® sons participated
briefly. Eben, nineteen, was called out about the first day of October 1813 to serveina
Company commanded by Captain Roswell Morton in the Third Regiment under Colonel
George Tyier of the Vermont Militia. He was honorably discharged at Burlington about
the sixteenth of the same month. *

In aletter in 1853 Timothy attributed about three months of military serviceto
Stephen during the War of 1812, as adrummer at Swanton, Vermont. Although official
records are lacking, Timothy@®reliability is persuasive on family facts, names, and dates.

Eben®efforts to obtain bounty land for his service were turned down by the
Government in 1855 and 1856 which is difficult to under stand because 1812 veterans
with vague records and even less service were awarded 160 acres of bounty land.5 His
service, however, is officially recorded on bis memorial stone in the Rupp Cemetery,
Whitehouse, Ohio:@tben Bradley-3 Vt. Mil. -War 1812".

A "Timothy Bradley" served from Vermont as surgeon or

Surgeon®Mate. Thereis no reason to think this was Timothy Meigs Bradley if only
because he never filed an application for pension or bounty land which dollar-wise
Timothy certainly would have done if he had been in service.
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At some time during the hostilities, he went visiting in "East Guilford New Haven
County" Connecticut. Writing to "Dear Parents' on October 5, no year shown, he
reported on his health:
| am able to walk further and further almost every time | undertake. | have
been almost laid up for nearly afortnight with abile but I am now as tar
recovered as to think of walking to the old town soon.

Then family news:
Uncle Timothy has gone for Wallingford. He with his family and the rest of
your relationsin this town. Uncle Zimri (possibly brother of Stephen, *
1741-1821) and Capt. Lee are well.. .1 want to hear from you often but |
must inform you that if you write by mail you must pay the postage for my
pecuniary resources are circumscribed indeed.

Timothy had talked with a sailor from New Y ork:
He was impressed in the year 1804 and had been in slavery ever sincein
the British Navy, until he entered the Cartil at Chatham in England the 24
of July last and was landed at Newbedford in Massachusetts about the last
of Sept...He informed me he had been an hand of 20 different ships of war
since he was first impressed which removals effectually eluded the search
of hisfriends. Not long since a barge with 14 men escaped from the Acasta
frigate (which belongs to the Blockading squadron off New London) and
went or came into Stonington, sold the barge and went where they
pleased... Since Commodore Rodgers arrived at Newport R.1. the number
of British ships at New London has been greatly augmented apparently to
keep Commodore Rodgers and Decatur from forming ajunction.

In 1813 Timothy®father engaged in a number of financial transactions which
were sizeable for the time. He sold land to William Blood and William Blood Jr., at
eight dollars an acre, coming to $500 total, of which $400 was in notes to be paid in
annual installments, 1813 through 1818.

On April 23,1813, Richard Lamson signed three notes for fifty dollars each and
one for ahundred dollars promising "For value received we severally and jointly
promise to pay Eber Bradley" those amounts in "good merchantable neat Cattle on the
fifteenth day of October next." Lamson was one of the Justices of the Peace in nearby
Essex.

Five years later, 1818, Town Records of Williston show family members
performing public services. Eber was a Grand Juror, Phoebe® John L. Corning was
Fence Viewer. The next year Timothy was chosen asa Lister.
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In 1820 the Census taker found Eber the head of areduced household of only three:
himself, Diantha, and their youngest, Eli Judson Bradley, close to his seventeenth
birthday.

The oldest son, Timothy Meigs, who celebrated his thirty-second birthday in
1820, had started his business career which was to preoccupy him until near the end of
his active life. Buying and selling, with occasional excursionsinto local politics, never
lost their charm. He left for his family descendents an abundance of his business papers.

He and Samuel Smith went into severa joint ventures. The earliest business paper
in the collection, dated 1821, isin Smith®@name recording the sale of one keg of butter
at L1.9.4, three kegs of butter at L4.3.1/2, and freight on a " puncheon of Spirrits from
Quebec.®

By June 1 of the year, Timothy had taken on the business style of "T.M. Bradley
& Company", in dealing with awholesaler, Orson & Healey, for spirits, mess and prime
pork, and butter totaling L69.4.6. The"& Company" probably were Samuel
*Smith, Ira Smith, and brother-in-law John L. Corning. All four of them signed a note
on October 16, 1821 to Richard P. Hart and Company, Troy, New Y ork, for $400 as
part of atransaction involving brandy, Bohea (Black Chinese) tea, tobacco, copperas
(used to set black dye), brown shirting, candlewick, calico, white silk gloves, and steam
loom shirtings.

Other purchases that year from the Hart Company included coffee, pimento,
pepper, ginger, brown and lump sugar, cognac brandy, rum, snuff, indigo, Hyson (Green
Chinese) tea, soap, molasses, and four boxes of seven-by-nine glass.

Troy, where the Hart company was located, was the principal merchandising
point for western Vermont during this period, Boston for eastern Vermont. °

Along with his mercantiling life, Timothy became one of the Justices of the Peace
in Williston in 1822, holding the office through 1825.7 His duties were varied as he,
like the other Justices, rendered verdicts based on his own ideas and sense ol fair play.
The Justicesdees were not exorbitant. A subpoena was 6 cents; judgment on each
action tried, fifty cents; if averdict of ajury, sixty cents; deposition, thirty-four cents. ®
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The Williston town meeting in 1825 selected Timothy to serve as Town Treasurer. John
L. Corning was selected as one of the two pound keepers.? Perhaps, as town officials,
they even had the privilege of speaking with General Lafayette when he visited
Williston that year as part of his triumphant tour of the United States.

While Timothy was J.P., brother-in-law Ezbon Sanford, Polly®husband, was
Deputy Sheriff, often collecting modest travel allowances for performing his official
(110uties. L ater, he was sheriff for anumber of years,Ga very pleasant, kind-hearted man."

Sanford was also quartermaster in the Vermont Militiaand Corning a lieutenant
colonel inthe Militia®Third Division in 1824. " The militiawas broadbased, including
all able-bodied men, with few exceptions, from eighteen to forty-five.

No official duties, however, could keep Timothy from his business. Typical
correspondence from his suppliers was addressed to "Mr. Timothy M. Bradley,
Merchant, Williston, Vermont. "The usual 13x8 letter paper was folded to 3x5, a sed
affixed, and the amount of postage written in the upper right hand corner.

French & Hart, wholesalersin Troy, informed Timothy of the market prices for
wheat, corn, rye, and pot ashes. On October 2, 1823, they conveyed the news,

Business getting pretty brisk with us. The Western canal will open on the
8th. Boats may then pass from Rochester to the Hudson. The Northern
cana (Troy to Whitehall, N.Y.) isin fine operation.

His brother Eben wrote to Timothy from North Hero Island, afew miles off the
Vermont shore in Lake Champlain, on November 17, 1823 about one of their business
ventures. Mr. Dodge, Eben wrote, felt morally but not legally bound to make Timothy
and his father some recompense for "that mare". What complicated the offer was
Dodge®insistence that he pay in "opodeldoc (liniment), Pills, Bitters and Such like".
Perhaps as evidence of good faith, he left Eben half a dozen boxes of the pillsand a
supply of bitters for Timothy to sell.

Eben®bad news continued with his report of Mr. Hyde, who was getting nasty
about a new wagon he had purchased from them. Hyde sarcastically said that the next
wagon he bought should have
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oak hubs that had not been cracked or "fitted up with putty." How the brothers resolved
the perplexities does not appear.

Merchant Timothy received an invoice (June 9, 1824) from Hart & Pitcher, Troy,
for twenty-four pounds and eighteen shillings for nearly fifty items of merchandise
including ink powder, awl blades, trunk locks, currycombs, knives and forks, iron
candle sticks, gilt coat buttons, Brittaniatea and table spoons, and suspenders. The same
month, dealing with another Troy supplier, A. & W. Kellogg & Company, he was billed
in dollars, not pounds, for new rum, wine, snuff, and cod fish in the total amount of
$161.60. Shipment to Burlington was five dollars aton "on board Canal Boat
Enterprise, Capt. Anderson.”

Wood ashes, used for avariety of purposes, were an important commodity in
Vermont and in Timothy®Iledgers. In October 1824 he bought ashes from Amendes
Bradley, Harvey Brownell, Ira Smith, Lucius Bradley, and Sylvester Bradley (Elisha®
son), among others, in quantities from two bushels to twenty-seven bushels. In one
transaction, he sold $280 worth of ashesto Lockwood & Redfield, Troy.

Selling ashes provided a welcome source of cash for many Chittenden Countians.
Acres and acres of valuable hardwood trees were burned by the settlers for ashes; the
residues from fireplaces and logging heaps were carefully conserved. They were leached
and the resultant lye boiled down to potash used to make soap, glass, fertilizers,
bleaches, and in England®wool Industry.

Making soap was no child®play. Consider the meticulous directions for cold hard
soap that Timothy wrote out in his notebook:

The leach tub must be covered at the bottom with straw & sticks, then put
in abushel of ashes, then 2 or 3 quarts of lime upon which you must pour 2
guarts boiling water to excite fermentation & slack the lime. Put in another
bushel of ashes & then as much more lime and water & continue to do it till
your vessel isfull, put in hot water till you draw off the lie after which the
heat is not of much consequence. Y ou must heave in at least two-thirds of a
bushel of lime to ahogshead if you wish your soap. One hogshead of ashes
will make 2 barrels of soap. When you draw off the lie you must keep the
firsttwo pail fulls by themselves, the next two in another vessel, the third
two pail fullsin another vessel still. Then weigh 29 pounds of strained
grease, put it into a kettle with three pounds of Resin, then pour over it one
pail full of lie from the first drawn vessel & one pail from the second
drawn, put it over thefire and let it boil 20 minutes. Be careful to add no lie
over the fire but swing off the crane if it isin danger of boiling
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over. When it has really boiled 20 minutes put it in your barrel and put in
one pailful of lie from the third drawn vessel & giveit agood stir. Then
weigh your grease for another barrel A take theliein the vesselsin the
same manner as for the first barrel, then draw off the weak lie asfast as
possible remembering to put half in each barrel that they may be equally
strong. If your bach runs thru fast you may have your barrels full in an hour
and (so) hard you can hardly stir them. (You) must stir it after you begin to
pour thelietill the barrel isfull...

Important as ashes were domesticaly, they were at least that important as a cash
crop. When Congress passed an Embargo Act in 1807 prohibiting boats owned in the
USA from trading with Canada, Vermontersin the Onion River area elected to
disregard the law, smuggling potash to Canada quite profitably. *

Whether dealing in ashes or rum or suspenders, Timothy was not reluctant to
handle wholesale lots, having nothing in common with an early merchant in Essex who,
when a customer wanted to buy a couple dozen buttons, refused the offer: "I don®
wholesale!" **

Retailing or wholesaling, there were problems for the Williston merchant. On
January 4, 1825, A. & W. Kellogg & Company acknowledged his " esteemed favor of
25th Ult inclosing one hundred dollars," apologized for a dunning letter that had ruffled
Timothy®feathers, and assured him of "more civil treatment hereafter.” The recipient
dryly noted on the communication, "A. &W. Kellgg®polite | etter."

Another supplier, Pierce Sackett & Company, let him know (December 16,1825)
how much they would appreciate payment of his bill:

We can assure you that nothing you can do will be less apt to @i splease®
us than to send us money. Indeed, we are so crowded for it that we would
almost submit to be flogged every morning if it would bring us $50 at
night.

Timothy Bradley & Company was not punctilious about paying billson time. A
year later, December 5, 1826, Pierce Sackett & Company was after him to pay a note
dated June 11, 1824 in the amount of $30.42 plus interest of $5.32 as well asabill of
the same age for $50. A plaintive line from Pierce Sackett reminded, "The Note you will
remember was given for goods bought in Feb. and Nov., 1822!!"

On the other hand, by December 1826 he himself held over $960 in over-due
notes against seventy-eight customers or borrowers. A one-time partner owed him over
$190 and John L. Corning about
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twelve dollars. James Talcutt®©debt of fifty cents was also recorded.

He had taken judgments against another twenty-one debtors for amounts from
$0.84 to $37, totalling nearly $250. A list of @_edger Debts" included even his father
$15.22.

Eber had lost Dianthaon July 17, 1826. All of their children were married except
Timothy. Phoebe and John L. Corning, Polly and Ezbon Sanford, were living in the
vicinity of Williston. Eben had married Mary Paine. Stephen and his wife Clarina had
moved to LeRoy, New Y ork in 1828. Timothy had been especially closeto Stephen,
writing in hisjournal in 1843 of the "many kindnesses he has done me, the love | bore
him."

Eber and Diantha®youngest, Eli Judson, had married Sarah (Sally) Cooley. That
brings up afamily mystery: Who were Sally Cooley® parents and where and when was
she born?

Some Census reports show her birthplace as Vermont, others as New Hampshire.
Many years later, perhaps around 1895, her son Eber wrote a rambling account clearly
giving her birthdate as February 14,1797 instead of the generally reported 1801 and
apparently saying that her parents had fallen overboard to their deathsin Lake
Champlain when Sally was four years old. According to this version, Sally had been
brought up by cousins. In her old age, Sally Cooley Bradley said her parents |eft her
with a cousin when they went west where she did not know what happened to them.

All inall, atempting little family puzzle which is probably a hundred years or
more beyond solving.

Reading was important in Timothy®life. He subscribed to the Niles Register, the
newsmagazine of histime albeit deadly dull reading by Time and Newsweek standards.
He swapped reading material with his neighbors, even donated a book, The History of
the District of Maine, to the University of Vermont for which he received a handsome
thank-you card.

He listed the books in his father®collection. There were eleven volumes
including (Timothy® bookkeeping compulsion?) their costs or values. One large Bible
at $3.00, Zion Herald bound $2.50, Life of Bramwell, Perry®@ Dictionary, Tracts of
Whitefteld, John Fletcher by Benson, a psalm book, and a
Methodist hymn book.
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Eli ® Judson and Sally started their family with the birth of Eber i on March 20,1828.
Myron Winsow Bradley was born on August 25 the following year, named after alocal
missionary and celebrity, Myron Winslow, D. D., LL. D., a missionsin Indiafor forty-
five years, buried at the Cape of Good Hope where he died on route back to Americain
1864. The Reverend Winslow was a hero around Chittenden County, as were his
brothers. Another Bradley family in Williston named a son after Myron Winslow, a
second son for his brothers Hubbard and Gordon, and a third son for the very townin
Indiawhere Missionary Myron served, " Ceylon Winslow Bradley."

Therest of Eli and Sally® children came in rapid succession:

Harmon Howe in 1830, John Corning 1832, Charles Sanford 1833, Hiram Beales 1835,
Dianthalived less than a month in 1836, Martha (Minnie) Marian 1837, Albert E. 1838,
and finally, Henry M. in 1841. In the family of eight boys and one girl, the daughter
admitted that she was always treated as a very specia sibling.

In 1830 the Census listed Eber living next-door to Polly and Ezbon Sanford.
Stilman lived nearby.

Eben Bradley moved to Genesee County, N.Y . with hiswife Mary before 1832.
Their children included Cornelia born in 1826, John Wesley in 1828, Roscious J. 1832,
Thomas, Edward, Horace, Phoebe L., and Lydia. ™

Under an Act of Congress of June 7, 1832, Eber began filing statements on
September 3rd of that year for a Revolutionary War pension. He filed supplemental
information in July 1833, still more in October. In November, Timothy Meigs sent a
comprehensive letter to the Acting Commissioner of Pensions evaluating the numerous
statements by his father and others proving his Revolutionary War service.

Finally, on November 27, 1833 the Washington bureaucracy under President
Andrew Jackson gave up, awarding seventy-two-year-old Eber his pension of $32.88 a
year, retroactive to September 4,1833.

Payment was sent to " T. M. Bradley, Williston" who obviously was handling at
least part of his father®affairs at this point. *

Thereis no evidence of political pressure in the approval of the pension athough
his son-in-law Ezbon Sanford had forged ahead
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In politics, achieving the honor of being State Representative for Willistoninl836. 15

In 1837, Timothy formally listed debts he figured were due him by at least his
brother Eben and his father, computing the obligations to the last half-penny.

His father owed his son for a number of things, according to the itemization,
including along spade at $.87 1/2, one-half barrel of flour, four bushels of corn, aniron
pot, shoeing a horse for $.70, and "Thread, 10 cts, tobacco for Miss Sloan - .33," all
adding up to $19.65.

Aging Eber Bradley, into his late seventies, suffering from asthma and a widower
for a decade, had apparently hired a housekeeper. Whatever her other virtues and faults,
she was apparently a dedicated smoker. In November 1837 she was paid $10.00-$9.20
in cash and $.80 worth (four pounds) of tobacco. Two months later another reckoning—
$6.00 cash, $3.17 worth of sewing materias, and two pounds of tobacco at $.40.

In the 1840 Census, Timothy headed his household including his father,
misreported as "Ebenezer," identified as a"Pensioner for Revolutionary or Military
Services®

Eli Judson Bradley and family had left Chittenden County for. Johnson, in
adjacent Lamoille County, by 1840. Although atown of only 1410 inhabitants, Johnson
could boast of being the home of one Academy or Grammar School with 100
"scholars,”" twelve primary and common schools with 492 attending.

Someone in Eli®@family was running one of the schools that year. The Census
report for his household, under the heading "Primary & Common Schools," showed "1"
with the "No. of Scholars' as twenty-five. Their oldest child was only twelve or thirteen
so Eli or Diantha was the teacher, most probably the former.

Old Eber 5 Bradley died on August 31, 1841, full of years at eighty with most of
his family nearby as well as friends and neighbors of over half acentury. The stonein
the Williston cemetery reads simply, "Eber Bradley died AE 80." Next to it isthe
memorial for "Dianthe wife of Eber Bradley died July 17, 1826 AE 62." (The spelling
other name with afinal "e" isclearly legible.)

Elon Lee, fellow musician from Sunderland days and Revolutionary War
pensioner, outlived him by afew years, dying
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In Jericho in 1844 at eighty-one. Eber®@brother, Stilman, eighty-five, died in Williston
in 1849; Timothy® 1843 journal mentioned many visits with his Uncle Stilman.

The cold Vermont winters of 1842 and 1843 prompted Timothy, having little else
to do, to keep brief journals. Most of the entries were weather reports. "Extremely cold
& clear . . .Tremendous south wind last night . . . Cold morning, wind north ... | am
pinched and cramped with cold ...

On March 15,1843 he wrote:

There was an Earthquake said to be about nine o€lock at night. At first |
thought it was thunder but the sound continued more uniform than thunder.
| perceived no jar asis common in very heavy thunder. The noise seemed
to be like the passing of alarge number of waggons very swiftly over a
smooth road without stones.

He inserted alittle history on February 22, 1843.
"Old Mistress Fay of Richmond (Vermont) died this evening. She was the
daughter of Col. Safford of the Revolution.®

Mixed reflections on hislife:
March 20,1843.1 am this day 55 years of age. | havelived long in the
world and done but very little good. | have been decrepid over 33 years.
Have had ~ much sickness and pain. | feel sometimes as | had deserved it
al. May the rest of my life pass more smoothly. | ought to be thankful that
my reason isleft and that my health is so good.

The unique cane he used to get about, perhaps inherited from his father, was
made by a grape vine winding around a small tree and imbedded in it three-quarters of
an inch. The straight deer-horn handle that fits into the palm of the hand has one short
horn onto which the finger may be hooked for a firmer grip. *°

While Timothy was writing his journal, a preacher and self-educated farmer,
William Miller, predicted the day and time of the end of the world. Timothy noted on
April 3, "Thisis said to be the day set by Miller and others for the world to end@t isa
solemn thought.@T he next day, with the world still intact:

Eben says he feels sure the month cannot go out before the Saviours second appearing.
Thereis agreat meeting night over at Essex by the following of Mr. Miller.. .The 2nd
day of April having failed he has set the 12th day so | heard. A thirteen-year-old
nephew® school report: "Eber gets aong

pretty well in arithmetic. Is most in difficulty with vulgar (mixed) fractions.®

Over seven pages of the notebook contain his longhand copy of "The Ballad of Chevy
Chase," forty-three stanzas, the fifteenth
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century English ballad describing the Battle of Otter-burn in 1388 between the Percys
and the Douglases.

Terse as hisjournal entries were, they seem downright wordy compared with
diary notations of an anonymous Vermont farmer whose well-thumbed copy of Walton®
Register and Farmer®Almanac for 1837is in the author® collection. His one entry for
the entire month of November read,@put my horse in barn.@And during the next month
the only event he considered worth recording was, “took it out."

By 1842, after his father®death, the domestic assistance of a housekeeper was
presumable dispensed with. In February be paid a neighbor, Mrs. Rachel Bassett, for
making "thick pantaloons’ at seventy-five cents, light cloth pants seventy-five cents,
cotton pants fifty cents, and a cotton coat at one dollar.

About thistime in the early 18406, he told Zadock Thompson, an acquaintance of
his and an historian (History of Vermont), areport he had from Gilbert Bradley (afirst-
cousin, Lemuel®brother) of Sunderland of how Ethan Allen had celebrated, every May
3rd, the anniversary of his release by the British in 1778. According to the Gilbert-
Timothy version, Allen (1738-1789), dressed up in his best togs, did no work at all, and
regaled friends with re-telling of his favorite stories and drinking toasts."” John Pell used
the story in his excellent 1929 biography of Allen.

Nothing, of course, deterred Timothy from his merchandising. In 1845, Mrs.
Moses W. Hall was a credit purchaser of sixteen and one-fourth yards of white flannel
at $6.09. He rented land to Mr. Hall, a section "east of road, "for $18 a season. His
account with the Hall couple continued into 1850 when they sold him ashes at twelve
cents abushel, Mrs. Hall made three shirts, and Mr. Hall fetched a load of something
from Burlington which Timothy complained parenthetically was@oo little. ®

On July 31, 1850, the Census reported Eli J. Bradley, 46, and family still living in
Johnson. He was farming, 18-year-old John C. was teaching, and Charles S., 16, was
farming. Both boys had attended school "within the year." Hiram, 14, MarthaM., 13,
Albert, 11, and Henry M., 8, all had attended school that year. Their brother Harmon,
19, was reported as part of the household of Stephen Dow, "Manufacturer,” in Johnson.
Eber, 22, and Myron, 20, had |eft the family nest.

24



There were several other Bradleys reported in Lamollle County, all of them from
Ireland.

Back in Williston in April 1850, Timothy was deep in business, leasing afarm to
Lester Hall for, asthe legal style of the time expressed it, "as long as wood grows or
water runs." He reserved the right, however, to use the premises as a site "for the shop
now on it or as astore, gro., J Shop, cooperage. Saddlery Shop" or any other business.

He and the Terence McAuleys engaged in afew business dealings during the
year. She did his washing for nineteen weeks for $1.13 total. Mr. McAuley rented him,
for thirty-four cents, a"horse to Burlington" which, Timothy added, was "in rain."

The 1850 Census for Chittenden County reported Timothy, sixty-two, as a farmer
and the owner of rea estate valued at $700. John L. and Phoebe Corning had $1000 in
real estate.

Stephen Bradley had died in LeRoy, New Y ork, about 1840 according to
Timothy®journal. His widow and children had moved to Illinois by the early 1850@.
One of their sons, J. M. Bradley, wrote to his Ohio relatives from "Peorisville, Illinois"
on the third of January 1853. He was in the "mercantile trade."
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Chapter IV

Ohio, Missouri, Cdifornia

Y oung Eber Bradley, now in his twenties, was bringing French merino sheep into
Ohio for the Bingham Brothers, sheep importers and breedersin Vermont, in the early
1850@ and perhaps even before. The merino was vauable chiefly for its wool; the
mutton was second-rate. The best wool was produced by sheep on light, sandy soils
somewhat like the farmland Eber was to buy in Lucas County, Ohio. Hardy, they
flocked together in the field without a shepherd. * Marines were beautiful animals with
convoluted horns on the males and great folds of hide covered with white wool.

Vermont farmers had gone in for sheep for decades. In 1840 the state had nearly
six sheep for each inhabitant. > Around the half-way mark in the nineteenth century,
however, the burgeoning sheep ranches of the American west provided too much
competition. The market for wool from the Green Mountain State was deteriorating,
high time for Eber to look westward for a future in the business.

He had profited from experience with the Bingham Brothers, Alonzo and Merrill,
of Cornwall, Addison County, Vermont. They were big-time operators. Alonzo had a
flock of 1200 Spanish merinosin 1846 before he concentrated on the French breed. In
an eight-month period in 1853-54, he sold over $43,000 worth of French merinos at an
average price of $175 to out-of-state customers in Virginia, Michigan, Pennsylvania,
Connecticut, Missouri, and Ohio.?

Married on March 17,1854, Eber and Cyntha Pike Farrington moved to Ohio the
same year along with his brother Harmon and his wife Sarah. They brought a carload of
sheep from Vermont by rail and water to Toledo. From that port, as Eber®@son Albert
Josiah Bradley told the story in his Early Whitehouse History, Eber and Harmon drove
the sheep to four eighty-acre tracts of Openings land two miles north of Whitehouse,
Monclova Township.
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Other brothers followed for stays of varying lengths. Charles Sanford, farmer, school
teacher, and minister; Hiram, farmer;

and Myron, hotel man, miner, and promoter. Cyntha®brother, Josiah Farrington, with
his wife, Araadna Goodwin Farrington, moved in from the east to become a farmer,
merchant, justice of the peace, and alieutenant in the Civil War. Some twenty years
later, Eber@sister Minnie (or Martha) Mariah and their parents moved to L ucas County
for half adozen years.

According to Early Whitehouse History, severa of Eben Bradley®children got to
the vicinity at about the same time. "Wesley and Roscious Bradley, cousins, moved up
from Tiffin, Ohio and Cornelia Bradley Clark came in from Painesvilley Ohio."

The village of Whitehouse where the families congregated was named after a
director of the Wabash Railroad, the arrival of which gave the village a reason for
existing. Whitehouse acquired its postoffice in 1858 and was formally incorporated in
1867.

Shortly after Eber and Cyntha settled down in their new home, she had a letter
(February 3, 1855) from a cousin, Mary Ann Elliott, twenty-two, in Jericho, Vermont
congratulating them on having "so prospered in your journey." Family news shared
equally in the letter with quotations from hymns and concerns about her "evil, sinful
heart." Both Mary Ann (1832-1870) and her sister AlmiraF. Elliott (1838-1899), after
attending Mount Holyoke College, taught in the Jericho area.

Cyntha®mother, AlmiraHall Farrington (1804-1874). had been recently
widowed by the death of Cyntha®father, Asahel Farrington, on January 20,1850. Of
their eight children, Josiah was the eldest, born in 1827. William H. was born in 1828,
Julia Amandain 1830, AlmiraH. 1832, Cyntha Pike 1834, Luther H. )836, Lydia A.
1845, and ElizaE. 1847.

After Asahel®death, Almiraand four of their children, from two-year-old Eliza
to fifteen-year-old Cyntha, lived for afew years with Ezra and Eliza Elliott and their
three children, Marv Ann, Lester, and Almira, in Jericho. Mrs. Farrington and several
other children moved to Eber and Cyntha®in December 1885.

The sheep-raising brothers, Harmon and Eber, signed a six-page contract on April
1, 1855 describing the land they owned
jointly and listing their ovine possessions as 62 bucks, 129 ewes,
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and 191 sucking lambs, all Spanish and French Merinos of pure blood.”

Shortly after his brothers |eft for Ohio, John C. Bradley, twenty-two, married. The
announcement was in the Burlington Free Press on July 14,1855 under marriage notices:
"Bradley, J. C., Williston-Hodge, Frances B., East Hardwick, married June 24, East
Hardwick."

Cyntha®youngest brother, Luther, died in Whitehouse in 1855 at nineteen. Mary
Ann Elliott wrote (September 2) expressing her sympathy. She had misgivings about
others: "I hope thiswill suitably affect Hiram and Jason. Write to Hiram. He talks to me
ashewas aUniversalist but | do not believe he will always be |eft to believeit."

The last six months of 1855, Eber was buying on credit from A. P. Reed,
apparently a merchant in the vicinity. Purchases Included saleratus (later replaced by
baking soda), molasses, sugar, tea, coffee, a pair of suspenders at $.38, five stove bricks,
washboard for Cyntha and Mrs. Farrington at $.31, and two chamber pots at $1.25 each.
Along with practical necessities, he also bought a Geography & Atlas for $.94.

From Underhill, Vermont, Eli Judson wrote on February 18, 1856 to "My dear
children & friends out west, Eber & Cynthia& Mother & sisHarmon & Sarah &
Charles & Hiram." (Charles Sanford was visiting his brothers at thistime.) Along with
his news of produce pricesin Underbill and admonitions to lead a moral life, Eli
morosely observed, "We are afraid from all accounts you have chosen a bad location, as
bad as you could find in the state."

His misgivings about the farm were not baseless. In 1855, ayear of heavy rains,
many Lucas County farmers could not work their land. Swan Creek and Ten Mile Creek
were clogged with sediment and logs.®

Their father included a stern parental warning about books. "Read no light
literature so called, Fictitious Trash, it is worse than useless.@His low opinion of fiction
was shared by many. In 1857, Miss Frances Willard, who was to become famous as an
educator and reformer, marked her eighteenth birthday by defiantly reading a book of
fiction in fromt of her disapproving father, athing entitled Ivanhoe.
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Often, Eber |€eft their farm in charge of Harmon while he toured far away from homein
Ohio and Michigan to sell, buy, and trade in sheep or any kind of livestock that looked
promising.

On the morning of April 10,1856 he wasin Tiffin, Ohio writing to his "Dear
Wife," asking her to write soon to Cousin John Wesley Bradley and hiswife Mary,
sending Mary some kind of pattern-or a promise of one. "She has got a new skirt
pattern that she is going to draw off & send you in aletter.” There was fond advice for
hiswife and her little sister, eight-year-old Eliza E. Farrington, "Dearest | hope that you
will fat up alittle while | am away thistime & Elizatoo."

Two weeks later, April 28, the sheep dealer was in Plymouth, thirty-five miles
from Tiffin, histraveling speed being limited by business calls as well as by the walking
speed of the flock of sheep. Having had no word from Cyntha in two weeks, he was
miserable. He imagined them all ill and debated with himself whether to "send home
plenty of beans & corn & stay away & provide for awet day or leave my business and
come home money-less."

He also fretted about the farm. Why hadn®Harmon written? Had Brother Charles
gone? Had Harmon got money from Charles? Did Harmon trade horses with Allen?
Finally, "Asthis paper is used up | will move my sheep along-my dear.®

But he could not end his letter home that easily. He wrote another page:

Monday noon yet. | have just moved under another tree. | have traded for a
very pretty 5 year old mare. | will fetch her home before | trade her off. Her
name is Jenny Lynd Belle Singer formerly Lady Whitefoot. (Jenny Lind,
Swedish soprano, immensely popular, had made her American debut six
years before.) Sheisworth $300 to $500. My Hock of sheep attract
everybodys attention. The magnifficent bucks...the beautiful large ewes..

.& young, suckling lambs attract the attention of al.. .1 have got a new
dress for you in my bags.

Still he could not bring himself to mail hisletters without more news. He just sold a
buck, taking anote for $35. He had bought it the previous winter for $10, estimated its
keep at $.50, and decided the deal gave him closeto a $25 profit. He was again
suffering from morbid forebodings since Cyntha had not written for so long. Lightning
might have struck the house and killed everybody in it. Or could everyone be too busy
to write? His
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somber mood may have been stemmed from the experiences of a man to whom he had
sold sheep that April morning who had "moved into this country 3 years ago with awife
& ten children;

haslost hiswife & six of his children—cause milk sickness etc.” ©

By the sixth of May he was in Huntington, Ohio, waiting for a prospective
purchaser of one of his mares. Travel would be easier: "I have anice Sulkey A Harness
& amareto travel with now . .. Mrs. Prichard has presented you my dear with anew
dress. Mrs. Wright has sent thee two small cubes of maple* sugar.@I'he best news for
Eber was, "Shall leave my business & go home next week.@T hat passage was heavily
underlined.

A business note went to Harmon the following day with a note to Cyntha ending,
"My wife dear, | am homesick as a caged Squirrell."

From Underbill, Charles wrote (June 10, 1856) that their father and mother were
going to Jericho (four miles away) that afternoon to hear a cousin preach. John wasin
Burlington with his wife Frances (sometimes "Francese," nicknamed "Frank™). Albert
and Henry, working for their father, and " Sister Marlah" were at home that day. "Beans
for dinner and Clara Dixon to aid us in disposing of them." Miss Dixon was to become a
sister-in-law when she married Myron severa yearsin the future.

Charles continued that politics was a favorite topic of conversation. For himself,
he was "areal Sumner man rather than afollower of Brooks." He was referring to
Congressman Preston Brooks (South Carolina) and Senator Charles Sumner
(Massachusetts). Brooks, furious over a strong and personal anti-slavery speech by
Sumner, assaulted him with a cane in the Senate, invaliding the Senator for three years.

One brother®@way of life worried Charles.

We had aline from Myron today that he had been quite sick..-Ah how little
does he know when death will sever the heart strings and he be transported
to hislong home, either prepared or unprepared, to meet the Great Judge.
Oh that his eyes might be opened that he might see hisrea condition.

He had words of advise to Eliza Farrington, "When you get married be sure to get
agood smart Y ankee who knows his own business and will mind it too.®

Y ankees had the respect of many including Josh Billings, the nineteenth century
humorist, who wrote, "Live Y ankees are
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chuck full of karacter and sissing hot with enterprise and curiosity." ” Not so
complimentary, another version of atypical Y ankee appeared in a Wisconsin newspaper
in 1855:
Heis self denying, self relying, and into everything prying. Heis alover of
piety, propriety, notoriety, and the Temperance Society.. .whose manifest
destiny it isto spread civilization to the remotest corners of the earth.

In June, normally a pleasant month in northern Ohio, Cyntha and Eber combined
a sheep-sdlling and relative-visiting trip. Harmon wrote to them on the 25th, "We
calculate to get to the plowing for buckwheat next week." Hiram, working on the farm
for atime, wrote on the 29th with mild complaints about Harmon giving too many
orders, "The boss got sputtesky at me once heh! hen!"

Eber was back on the road, alone, that November. Six months pregnant with their
first child, Cynthawrote that C. M. Smith had sent Eber "twenty dollars in money."

She added cautioudly, "I have not told H. H. (Harmon) anything about the money and |
ain®going to until you get home.®

William (soon to be known as Willie and, later, as Will) Wilson Bradley was born
to Cyntha and Eber on February 26, 1857. A bright youngster, his childhood may have
been even unhappier than those of his brothers and sisters to follow. Being a child of
Eber Bradley®was not an experience of joy and peace.

The year was a continuation of farm and financia problems. Hard times followed
the great Panic of 1857 during which a number of banks crashed and over-built railroads
went under financially. A cousin wrote from Tiffin in December, "Their is no work to
do and no money if we do work ... | have had only one Dollar in the last ten weeks.©@

Myron was visiting the Whitehouse Bradleys that month. His host, on the road,
got aletter from him dated December 9th: "I shall not tramp over the country until you
return. | would like to hunt one day & kill something that wears hair or feathersas |
have never hunted aday in my life." He did not think much of one of NW Ohio’'s
leading communities:

Y esterday Harmon and myself went to Maumee City to mill etc. One of the
nastiest places a man ever drew breath in.. .judging from appearances the
town is deserted except by the fallen of mankind.
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The Miami-Erie and Wabash-Erie canal systems, which joined near Defiance, Ohio, had
opened in the mid-1840@ Canals brought with them hordes of @G&ild Irishmen" for
labor, teen-age hoggees (who walked or rode the tpwpaths), crime, groggeries, and
violence. Maumee, busy with the canal traffic, was apparently a cultural shock to a
native of effete Vermont. However, there were still touches of the bucolic, even in big-
city life; the area® metropolis, Toledo, was afflicted with herds of swine and multitudes
of geese on principal streets as late as 1865. ®

The brothers@avorite, twenty-year-old sister Minnie, alerted Eber by letter on
December 13th that she expected to visit them soon, "tor my highest aspirations are to
fit myself for ateacher & go there.@5he was teaching a class of twenty-five, had a
steady boarding place, and was "carried to & from school." One aspect of teaching
amused her: "A comical sight to see me sitting at the desk, school-ma@m like, with big
boys head & shoulders above me."

A paragraph in her letter gives us an authentic picture of atypical evening at the
Bradley farm a hundred and twenty years ago:

Although so many miles separate us | can amost fancy | see you in your
snug little home: you Aunt Almirawith "specs’ on piecing bed quilts or
cutting carpet rags, Eber sitting by the stand reading his paper, Cynthia
knitting some little red stockings for the darling "sonny", & you Aunt Eliza
rocking Master Willie to sleep. | can amost hear you sing @ye |o baby. ®
Now isn®that atrue picture?

While primarily a sheep dealer, Eber was dealing in a@most anything that moved
or could be moved. A customer from West Unity, Ohio, E. V. Richardson, complained
(January 20, 1858) about a buck he had bought. Moreover, in Mr. Richardson® opinion,
Eber had "got a bargain of me when you got that horse." Almost reluctantly, he admitted
that least one purchase was not all bad, "I am very well satisfied with my watch it keeps
very good time so far."

The Whitehouse Bradleys still had Myron as a guest in January, avisit that had
now extended over amonth. Cyntha wrote (January 25) to her husband in Waynesburg,
Ohio that Myron had killed two deer and was then doctoring the horse. Willie, at eleven
months, was trying to walk and say "Eliza." Less cheerfully, she wrote that not only was
"Dr. Hayes getting
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wrathey about you settleing with Jewell" but aMr. Gregory "wants part if not all of that
note. @

From Waynesburg on January 27--"What a mud hole this town is!"—Eber was
again downcast. He tried to console himself with thoughts of their child. "Think of our
Willie-he helpsfill our hearth with Gladness--& he will help us & we will help him &
we & he & Mother & Elizawill all help each other together.®

Four days later, "At Bogarts, Sunday January 31st 1858," he collected hisfirst
money since leaving home, five dollars, and sent adollar of it home. Their continuing
houseguest, apparently wearing out his welcome, was making him grumpy, "l expect
that Sarah (Harmon®wife) feels pretty well any way as long as she can stuff Myron."

He wasfinding a"great deal of astir about Spiritualism ... | saw spiritualists
perform last evening (and) do not believe much
init." The subject was in vogue in the 1850@and 1860@ Mrs. Abraham Lincoln
received a medium in the White House for messages from her dead son Willie and
seances enjoyed wide popularity throughout the country.

Charles Sanford Bradley had moved far from his native Vermont to Midway,
Missouri, eight miles west of Columbia. He wrote (February 27, 1858) to his
"Respected friends of Ohio" that he found teaching school to hisliking. A teaching job
for six or twelve months tempted him despite there being only a"small summer school."

That summer Eber returned to Vermont, visiting his family and friends and
taking care of some business. Although this was to be hislast visit for a number of
years, he made repeated trips there in later years. His daughter, Grace | sabelle Bradley
Lewis, pointedly recalled many years after that he never took Cynthawith him. °

Lending money was aregular practice of his, often with sorry results. An Ohio
cousin had sent excuses afew months before for not repaying aloan and aletter (April
11, 1858) from another cousin, in lowaFalls, lowa, reported with pride how beautiful
his farm was, then adding that money was so hard to come by, however, that he could
not repay hisloan. Contritely he admitted, “It has been due for along time and | know
you want it bad.®
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Cyntha®youngest sister, Eliza, the object of so much family concern and affection, died
on April 20, 1858, probably of tuberculosis. A homeopathic physician in Toledo, Dr. F.
Bigelow, wrote to Eber four day Slater, "lam very sorry to hear of Eliza®death.. .She
was too delicate and too far gone.”

The high rate of mortality among children and young people is hardly believable
today. The year of Eliza®death, Josiah and Araadna Farrington®@two-year-old daughter,
Emma, as well as another of Araadna®sisters, Julia Amanda, twenty-five, also died.
About the same time, an infant child born to Harmon and Sarah Bradley, named Myron
P. Bradley, survived for only a short period.

Eber had started dabbling in medicine, ordering homeopathic medications from
Dr. Bigelow and getting pointers from him. The Toledoan recommended medicines for
little Willie, warning emphatically, "Y ou cannot be too careful about his getting cold
feet." Another recommendation, "Slipery Elm teais always good if it can be relished. ©

The theory of homeopathy was that diseases could be cured with minute doses of
drugs from plant, animal, and mineral sources which, when given to healthy persons,
produced symptoms similar to the disease being treated. Ralph Waldo Emerson and
William Cullen Bryant were among the believers. Although a homeopathic collegein
Cleveland was offering courses in the 1850@ and the theory was well received
throughout the United States for decades, there is no reason to believe that Eber had any
formal medical training. Nevertheless, he was to adopt the designations of "Doctor
"and" M.D." within ten years or so.

His father chided him in aletter from Underbill in June 1858. "We hear often
from John, Henry, Charles, Myron, Hiram, but not often from you and Harmon." His
advice for Harmon was prophetic,@e think the West (Ohio) is no place for Harmon.©@

Mid-year in 1858, Eber was huckstering his stock in the vicinity of Grand Rapids,
Michigan when his long-time houseguest, Myron, wrote from the farm. He and Josiah
Farrington had mowed sixteen acres of grass, pitched it al, and © raked some & got in
some grain.@yntha and Willie had been "down with the Ague.. .both now feeling quite
smart.©®
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Ague was widespread, the Maumee River valley having a special notoriety for the
disease. Although the common view was, "Heain®ick, he®only got the ager," one
victim described it in more horrific terms
Y ou felt as though you had gone through some kind of collission,
thrashing-machine or jarring-machine, and come out not killed, but next to
it

Doggerel paid tribute to the Lucas County variety of the ailment. A few lines will
serve as asample: "On Maumee, on Maumee" "Tis Ague inthe fall; "The fit will shake
them so,-1t rocks the house and all."

In hisletter with the news of ague in the family, Myron had tried to achieve a
palatable combination of good and bad news. Eber, lonesome and distant from his loved
ones, could not see it that way at all. "Disasterous & disagreeable" was his description
in his letter to his wife two weeks later from Michigan. "All to be sick with the Ague &
Clover not cut till the 20th of July" dismayed him. The nascent physician urged them all
to "take medicineright along"... "take the Cathartic pills to purify the liver & Cleanse
the stomach.®

Traveling with his Ohio friend, Henry Bogart, Eber shared one of their adventures
with Cyntha. "Last week my Dear | confess that Bogart Awe stripped naked" to swimin
two splendid | akes;
they had also taken swimsin Clear Lake, St. Joe River, and Grand River. The previous
night he had dreamed about Cyntha only to awaken the next morning to find he was still
away from his family "peddling sheep."

In the same mail he sent brief notes to Harmon, complaining about tardiness in
cutting the clover; to Myron, wondering why he and Josiah had not started work earlier;
and to Hiram, assuring him that Strongs medicine had broken up an attack of ague for
Eber without hindering business for a moment.

Out in Midway, Missouri, Charles was prospering at teaching school along with
his farming in September of &8. He was a so lending out money at ten percent interest
which, he made clear, "islega here," only regretting that he did not have $10,000 more
to lend. He had sent money to help his father and Minnie Mariah with a promise of
more if they needed it. Minnie was eager to join him in Missouri.
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The inevitable parting of their ways had finally come for Harmon and Eber. Charles
thought the separation a good idea for both of them. "I admire your action to settle
amicably & each go hisway. Better it isto work on ones own hook.@Having been on
the scene of the troublesome partnership, he knew what he was writing about.
School teacher and part-time preacher though he was, Charles had come across a
sure cure for snake-bite:
| will giveyou avery surereceipt for arattlesnake bite "Viz", Drink al the
whiskey you can pass down as any quantity will not make you drunk until
after the poison has been completely counteracted. It isal that | know of
whiskie®being good for. Try it the quicker the better after being bitten.
Men have been known to drink 2 gts under the circumstances. Thereis
danger initsuse at al times except when snake bit.

Lots of Americans of the time had faith in whiskey as a cure for many disabilities.
An advertisement in 1872 for Duffy® Pure Malt Whiskey pronounced it acure for
consumption, malaria, and typhoid fever among other ailments, assuring prospective
imbibers that it overcame "Genera Debility, Exhaustion, Builds Up the System, and
Destroys Germs."
While Charles was discovering old Missouri folklore about a snake-bite cure,
Eber was selling sheep. In aletter home on September 15,1858, he identified his
location with particularity:
Somewhere in Crawford Co. between Decalb & Annapolisat Mr. Harfords
that married the widow Quinn whose husband Mr. Quinn fell off abarn &
got killed, the son of old Mr. & Mrs. Quinn. Born in thisworld & came to
his end by falling off his own barn frame when raising it-Being subject to
troubles & pleasures of thisworld with us all-My Dearest, My Cyntha my
love...

He wished "rapid speed to H Hand family in getting ready and getting off," a
wish surely shared by Harmon and Sarah as they returned to Vermont after four
frustrating years of the partnership in Ohio. Eber expected to bein Tiffin that week
where he would see his Uncle Eben. The trip looked like a success, "Am picking some
money, full more than | expected.”

When he was at home, Eber@reading habits Included, at |east, repeated reading
of his Bible, which he interlined and made notations in, and the Toledo Blade
newspaper. The Blade started as a weekly in 1835, introduced atri-weekly edition
eleven years later, and went daily in 1848 thanks to local prosperity from booming canal
and rail traffic aswell asimproved telegraphic
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services, ' Eber subscribed to the Weekly Blade, holding an 1858 receipt for his
subscription at one dollar the year. At some time, according to his own notes, he was the
Whitehouse correspondent for the paper.

Lydia A. Farrington asked her sister Cyntha, in October, for a copy of the "verses
Myron composed on that dear dear Sister of our that now lies cold in the grave." Lydia,
thirteen and attending the academy in Williston, was growing up: @am so tall and wear
long dresses.”

Occasionally, Eber hired a husky farm hand from Waynesburg--"a mud hole," if
Eber®@description earlier that year was accurate—in Crawford County, James L. Clark,
eighteen years old, who explained in aletter (November 19, 1858) that he had been too
Il to travel to Whitehouse. "1 had a good shake of the ague. @A greeing with his
prospective employer® high opinion of the efficacy of a particular patent medicine, he
was wishing for "abox of Strongs pills." He wanted to buy a good horse "worth about
one hundred dollars." Or he would trade his sheep, his watch, and work out the rest.

Uncle Eben from Tiffin visited his Whitehouse family and friends the latter part
of 1858. After hisvigit, back home in Tiffin, Eben wrote to "Eber Bradleys Family"
(January 18, 1859), expecting to see Eber before long. Eben offered an attraction for a
traveler to Tiffin, "You can have a Plank road within 3 miles of Nevada. @

Travelers appreciated plank roads, vast improvements over the mud and dirt roads
which were ruined by winter snows and spring rains. Eight-foot planks laid crosswise
on joists of heavy timbers provided afirm surface, although the other half of the road
was dirt, in al kinds of weather. They were welcomed throughout the north for about a
dozen years until macadam surfaces and railroads became common.

A Bradley relative wrote to Eber on another subject of high interest of those
decades, inventions and patents. He was looking into a patent offered by aMr.Zeiglar
for a"Fly Brush which will keep off al flies from the Table or Cradle or beds of
sickness for twenty-four hours by winding up once. Lifewise Musgultoes. Rich men
have offered their money freely to Mr. Z. He says they cannot come in as he has lost
thousands by their rascality in his Pattent Brake business and Chooses now a poor man
but a Brother Oddfellow."
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Perhaps Mr. Z. was a conscientious Inventor and patent salesman. Patent-right
swindlers, however, sometimes took advantage of unsophisticated investors. One
ingenious inventor from Put-in-Bay, Ohio announced that he had perfected a shoe which
enabled him to walk on water. A popular song had fun at the
expense of such impractical patent-holders:

While some other fellows who haven®a cent Are on a most wonderful

patent intent;

And perpetua motion they@ like to invent:

But they can®do it, you know.; ™

John C. Bradley and his wife Frances had been looking forward to their first trip
to Ohio to visit brothers, cousins, and in-laws. Her unexpected death, as he wrote on
January 20, 1859, obliterated that plan and "that is past.®

Although he was in Whitehouse, Myron elected to write an unusual letter
(January 28) to Eber and Cyntha, al about his nephew and their only child, Willle, not
quite two years old.

Willieis an uncommon smart boy and if properly trained will reach ahigh
position...l fear you allow him to study to much. Five minutes at onceis
ample. When he asks you to play do not get his book and commence
drilling him in that because he lovesit, but play with him or learn him to
play by himself...Y ou notice when alittle excited how he trembles & when
asked where the letter O is after having perused the book for some time his
little finger trembles with a sort of fear that be cannot find it as soon as he
wishes.

The advice may have been admirable, even his uncle®heartfelt duty; that Eber
appreciated it is highly unlikely.

Perhaps Myron was emboldened to counsel his older brother and his wife on how
to Improve the training of their son because he was going al the way in the family®
westward migration-to California.

He had aletter (February 28, 1859) from James Kllgore, Jackson County,
"Mountain home one mile north of Jacksonville," in Oregon, which that year was to
become the thirty-third State. The letter was full of how-to information on “the best
mode of crossing the plains as | have crossed once with afamily." Kilgore, from
Pennsylvania and Stark County, Ohio, had made the journey from Ohio, starting on
April 11, 1854, getting to Oregon on October 1. He and his wife Mary made the trip the
hard way, with six children ranging in age from two to fourteen. **

38



The Oregonian had plenty of solid advice. Admitting that mule teams were speedier, he
still recommended oxen as cheaper and safer. Either mules or oxen were preferable to
horses. The driver, Kilgore warned, "must walk the whole time and give his undivided
attention to histeam." Wearing apparel should be woolen because they would "see frost
and evenicein August" in the mountains.

He thought little of one traveling nicety, "This thing of having spring wagons for
familiesisal in my eye." In hislong letter he underlined only one passage for specia
emphasis, "every man and woman minding their own business.”

If Myron®@head was in the clouds over his move to the far west, Eber was having
mundane problems with money and notes, too little of the former and too many of the
|atter. James W. Day wrote from Brooklyn, Michigan in February, "It is now about 16
months since you gave me your Note for money that ought of been paid at the time the
Note was given and no money yet you complain of hard times."

A sheep supplier of Eber®@in Northfield, Vermont, John Gregory, asked himin
March if he would be interested in buying Morgan horses, that elite breed of which
Vermont was justly proud and the only mounts used by the state®famous Civil War
cavary. Thereis no evidence that he accepted the invitation to get into the Morgan
horse business.

As she and Charles had planned for months, Minnie Mariah had joined himin
Missouri. And with them when she wrote to "Dear Brothers and Sisters' on April 21,
1859 was Cdlifornia-bound Myron. Being with two of her brothers, "'l am happy asa
young clam or arunway tinker." The stereotyped expression was that clams were
especially happy at high tide. Minnie preferred variations on the cliche.

She and Myron had ridden from Jamestown, where she was boarding, to
Cdlifornia City, about twelve miles away, "on horse back, of course."

Although Minnie (or "Kittle" as Myron and some Missouri friends were calling
her) admitted that the three of them had been "enjoying ageneral jollification all about
two Counties," she would be happier "when | hear the still better news that Eber and
Harmon are friends and brothers once more.©
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With Minnie®letter was one from Myron praising her rising reputation as a teacher.
Socially, "Sheis the queen of the south and all who are so fortunate as to make her
acquai ntance acknowledge her superiority of mind, ease in company, fluency in speech.
Grace of manners and brilliancy in polite circles... The darkies all love her and jump to
do for her al she wishes.@ven alowing for the bias of aloving brother, there are many
evidences that Minnie was indeed fluent, keen witted, and independent, with flashes of
refreshing tartness now and again.

Myron planned to start for Californiathe first week in May, the journey to take
three or four months. "Charly isto buy my watch and | guess | will have plenty of
money to get through without borrowing."

Eber was head over heelsin financial manipulations so complicated asto defy
understanding 120 years later. He tried to make everything perfectly clear in aletter
(April 25, 1859) to "Mrs. Hakes (and to all Whom it may concern)." Mr. Hakes had
bought land from a Mr. Morse, giving three notes for the balance. How Eber got himself
involved in the transaction in unclear, but afew highlights of his clarifying statement
will give the flavor of the fiscal soup hewasin:

Thereis anote In Fulton County given to one Clark of $110 for the oxen
that | have taken of said Hakes on said land with both of our names
attached to it that Mr. Hakes isto pay. Also one of 20$ for the cow that |
have taken of Mr. Hakes on said land payable to one Cowles in Fulton
County that said Hakes is to pay both of our names on it. Thereis a note of
about 50% that we both signed at Hanny®sale for awagon that | am to pay.
Thereis anote of Seventy three dollars agst A. Shepler & Wife, Judgement
note that although signed over to said Hakes by me still the avails are
coming to me.

Notes payable must have been flying in great flocks around northwestern Ohio
and southern Michigan wherever he transacted his varities of businesses.

In June 1859, even irascible Eber may have had afew pleasant contemplations.
Harmon was back in Vermont, Myron was headed for far-off California, and Cyntha
was pregnant with their second child.

Myron was certainly on hisway. On the third of June he was at Manhattan,
Kansas Territory, "about ten miles below Ft. Riley on the Kansas River." His party
members were ferrying their stock and goods, a ten- to sixteen-hour job. The route
ahead would be north by way of the Big Blue River, through Seward County,
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Nebraska (where Charles, Albert, and John would settle" a quarter of a century later) to
Fort Kearney, Nebraska, thence by the Platte and North Platte rivers to Fort Laramie,
Wyoming, and Idaho. A few miles west of Soda Springs in Idaho was the Big Bend of
the Bear River where many California-bound wagon trains left the Oregon Trail to head
southwest to the Humboldt River and west across the Sierra Nevadas.

Such caravans normally traveled fifteen or more miles a day, taking .sixteen to
eighteen weeks for the trip. Shiftless one, loitering and losing time, might take six
months. As we have seen, the one Myron was with planned to get therein three or four
months,

He had seen the remains of six Pawnees afew days before he wrote, "their clothes
al torn to rags (and) their bodies burned,” victims of another tribe from which the
Pawnees had tried to steal ponies. Every day they met parties of travelers returning from
Pike® Peak which he described as "the great Humbug or Hum without the Bug.®

His skepticism about the Pike® Peak rush was borne out by the facts. Gold and
silver strikes had been reported in the mountains near the Peak that year, 1859. "Pike®
Peak or Bust" was the popular slogan among the 100,00 "Fifty-Niners" in Pike® Peak
country by the end of June. This gold rush was a fiasco, but thirty years later Myron was
to be active in the Cripple Creek, Colorado gold boom which was the real thing.

His parents had received a bitter |etter from Eber containing harsh accusations
against his absent brothers, Harmon and Myron. His father destroyed it, assuring his
eldest son (June 13) that Harmon and Sarah, back in Vermont, had not uttered a word to
injure his charater. They had complained only of hard work in Ohio, hard weather, hard
seasons, and hard times. About the debts that were pressing Eber, his father
sympathised, "I have been through the mill, ground up, and still live with better
prospects.” He once again urged his son to "leave the sterile soil you now occupy" in
favor of hiring out "for athousand dollars ayear in some business."

Eli himself was traveling away from home all week long, selling stoves, getting back
Saturday nights to attend church
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services on Sunday. He closed hisletter affectionately, "A snow ball and arose to
Cynthia."

Eber® some-time farm laborer, James Clark, shared local news from Waynesburg
in a June 19th letter. "The folks around here is braggain up your sheep at agrate rate. ©®
Also, * @/e have alittle kitten that has onley three legs,” closing with a happy thought,
"| suppose Willieis big enough to choke a cat now.®

Minnie Mariah wrote (July 5, 1859) from Jamestown that Vermont did not seem
too far away. "l hear the boat bells at Sandy Hook pier (on the steamboat-|loaded
Missouri River) one mile from here, and | think—how quickly if | should choosg, |
could take boat to St. Louis and from there Vt-ward!" Travel was becoming an
"absorbing passion . . .Maybe |® go to Oregon before | go home to Vt.®

She had heard from Myron. "He dedicates his Journa to me." Minnie was "amost
sorry | did not go too. So much of novelty might have been experienced and new sights
have gladdened my wondering eyes." Here was no sgueamish Victorian schoolmarm:

Hislast speaks of severa hundred Indians of the Rapahoes, who had just
returned from war with the Pawnees. | would have enjoyed it so much.

At the sheep farm, Eber and Cyntha® second child was born on October 1&7©
1859, named Albert Josiah after one of Eber® brothers with whom he was not quarreling
at the time and Cyntha® brother. The baby inherited his mother®red hair which trait
continues here and there into the following generations.

The year of Albert Josiah®.birth was a year of .ferment and excitement. The Age
of Petroleum was born when Edwin L. Drake brought in America®first oil well in
Pennsylvania;

Darwin®QOrigin of Species was published; John Brown and his band of believers
captured the U. S. Arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginiaon October 16th for which he was
hanged before the year was out; Abraham Lincoln made several speechesin Ohio
supporting the Republican candidate for governor, "tall, dark-visaged, angular,
awkward, with character written in his face," the Cincinnati Enquirer reported.
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Early in December, Ell Judson wrote that their Thanksgiving supper had been small,
only two of their nine children present They had heard from one of the missing, Myron,
the previous week, safely arrived in Caifornia. Timothy Meigs wanted to pay Eber
twenty dollars of the money owed. "Who," Eh asked his son, "shall | pay it to of your

creditors?"
]ll .E'.-- . i ] ,-. = e s - 'I r':-ﬂ

LA e e
Albert E. Bradley (1838-190T), Mary
and thres of their children.

Albert E. Bradley (1838-1907), Mary and three of their children.
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Chapter V

"Union Forever*@sthe Only Voice

In the summer of 1860, the Census reported on Bradleysin Williston:

Eli Judson, fifty-six, and Sarah, sixty, declared real estate at $@00 and
personal estate at $500. Although he had been selling stoves, he reported
himself only as afarmer.

Neighbors were Phoebe Bradley Corning, seventy-four, her husband, John,
seventy-seven, carpenter, with $1,500 in real estate, $200 in personal.

Timothy Meigs Bradley, sixty-seven, farmer, owned $1,500 real and $100
in personal estates. A day laborer, Luther Davis, shared his home.

In Jericho, Myron®intended, Clara Dixon, twenty-four, music teacher, lived with
her parents, L. M. and Eliza Dixon, as were their son Ashton C. Dixon, twenty-one,
attorney, and his recently acquired wife, Columbia, twenty. The elder Dixon reported
$1100in real estate, $100 in personal.

Albert Bradley, twenty-one and Eli and Sally® next-to-youngest son, was a
laborer in Burlington.

In Lucas County, Eber was thirty-two, afarmer, with real estate at $1000 and
personal property of $1500. Cyntha was twenty-six, Wlllie W. three, and Albert J. eight
months.

Hiram, twenty-five, farming, owned real estate at $800 and listed no persona
estate. Josiah Farrington, thirty-two, farmer, and hiswife"Ann" (Arranda), thirty-three,
had $2000 in real estate, $600 in personal. Neighbors reported included Isiah Walker,
Wesley Bradley, farmer, hiswife Mary E., and son Orville W.

With hisfamily growing, Eber was interested enough in the -1861 pricelist of
Howden, Colby and Company, Waterbury, Vermont, for baby carriages to keep it
among his papers. Top price was eight dollars for a"Fancy Cab, Cushioned and
Trimmed."

Thefirst reference in the family papers to the coming Civil War was in James
Clark®letter dated January 8, 1860, from his Waynesburg home. "There geting up a
Military Company up
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around here." James Buchanan was President, Lincoln®election ten monthsin the
future.

Cyntha®fourteen-year-old sister Lydia, in Vermont, acknowledged (January 22,
1860) receiving a picture of the late John Brown. The gift of the photograph suggests in
what high regard Eber held the abolitionist hero. Vermont was strongly anti-slavery by
the state constitution as well as by popular feeling. However, a Unitarian minister,
Joshua Y oung, who preached at John Brown®funeral, was promptly dismissed from his
Burlington pulpit.

Among Eber@disgruntled customers was one in Findlay, Ohio, P. D. Bigelow,
who wrote (February 9, 1860) to complain about a buck he had purchased. On the plus
side, the sheep dealer®Uncle Timothy sent him $50, as Eli Judson wrote (February 22),
"towards paying your claim, $20 from his old shop and 30 for his standing grass which |
bought of him. His old hay sold for $29.00 which he lives on."

Although in favor of independence in general, Eli thought his older brother,
nearly seventy-two, carried that proud pioneer virtue too far. "We have tryed to get him
down with us this winter, twice, our very best but he would not come." Then in
exasperation, "He prefers a miserable independence.”

He described his own work, "l am still in my business stove-ing it all about."

By March 25 farm-hand James Clark had joined the volunteer company he had
written about two months earlier. He was as willing as Eber to take ahand in the
juggling of notes: "If you (have) a minute send me Mackees note. | will take it. He has
got aColt | would like to Buy.©@

James declared that areport of Eber@fistic prowess had reached all the way to
Crawford County. The story he told was that Eber® opponent had taken such a mauling
that "it took them two days to dig him out of the sand.@T he story sounds apocryphal if,
indeed, James did not concoct it then and there to enliven his|etter.

Occasionally, Hiram took to the road with their sheep. Clark was feeling " spunky
"at him on March 30 for not stopping at the Clarks with his sheep whilein their
neighborhood. James allegedly was considering matrimony. “Tell Cynthathat | want
her to hunt me awife. She can handy.®
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The next month, Eber was the traveler. From the sheep farm, Hiram, addressing him
with vast formality as"Mr. Bradley, Sir,@nformed his about the farm:

My garden shines about as bright as the Dollar you offered for tending it.. |
sheared Willie®lamb the first morning after you left...Please send me
Three or Four dollars when you write to Cyntha the first time for | shall
melt or be sick awearing lined and stuffed woolen Clothes this wether.

He closed the letter with heavy sarcasm, “Y our Obed@ Servt, Hiram."
James Clark was apparently only joshing on April 10 when he "reveaed" his
marriage:
| must let you know that | am married and | will not bring her along
because | am so bashful. | am afraid some of the girls will take me up for
breach of Promise.

In typical hyperbole he reported arain in Crawford County, "We have one of
Noah floods here now.@y May 27 he was working on the Bradleysdarm. Hiram wrote
to Eber that the farm hand was talking about quitting to work for another farmer "three
timesaday but | tell him | can®spare him and don®mind much about what he says."

In the same communication, her. son-in-law learned that Mrs. Farrington was to
visit the Elliotts for awhile. “Granny has got another letter from V.T. with $15.00 in it
and a great pressing to hurry along. She isto start day after tomorrow.®

Despite his quarrels with Harmon, Myron, and Hiram, the idea of having a
brother working with him appealed to Eber. Albert wrote from Burlington in June 1860
to thank him for his offer, obliquely declining it:

Only the 2nd year (of apprenticeship) now & | have $11.00 per month & it
would make your eyes stick out to see what | can mold.. .If | was at work
on aJob now | could earn $2.00 a day, thisis agrand trade.

Five monthsin Vermont were enough for Mrs. Farrington. She was ready to
return to Ohio as Eli Judson wrote in mid-October. Timothy Meigs was becoming a
worry to him and Sally. While the old gentleman probably still preferred his " miserable
Independence, "he was becoming "very dependent and although worth 4 or 5 hundred
dollars we must have a constant care of him or we shall find him dead." Timothy wanted
to send his nephew ten or twenty dollars on his debt; Ell asked whether he should send
the money or “shall | pay it to Uncle Sanford?®
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Ezbon Sanford was more distant from the Bradleys than In the earlier years. After the
deaths of Polly Bradley Sanford and her successor, Diana, he had married Mary Chapin
in 1857.

There was one complaint Eli had that must be shared by anyone who hastried to
read Eber@scribble:

We have never been able to make out fully the last letter. 1/2 day would not
suffice without guessing at much of it & our eyes are getting old & our
hands too weak to study so pity us & do better in time to come.

Whether to take that ten or twenty dollars from Timothy or apply it on Uncle
Sanford®over-due claim, must have tempted Eber who was in his normal financial
difficulties. Mr. Halliwell informed him in December 1860 that he could not repay his
loan or note "before sheering time." Halliwell know who was to blame: "Now as for
Lincoln heis elected But the Democrats Became so Disapointed that the south has
closed al the Banks and that makes money rather scarce at present.®

Money had indeed dried up, especially in the South. A stock beeeder of Paris,
Kentucky, trying to sell mulesin Virginia, encountered such a dismal market that he
wrote back homein February 1861, " It makes me sick to look at amule." ?

The situation did not clear up in a hurry. Monthslater, in July 1861, afriend,
Dizzy B. Walker, wrote the Bradleys from Cambridge in Guernsey County, Ohio that
there was@mo money in circulation hardly .. .one farmer tried to sell wheat for money in
Cambridge last week and had to bring it home again.©@

A Lucas County map in 1861 showed Eber as the owner of two eighty-acre tracts,
one on the NE corner of Ramm and Whitehouse-Spencer roads, another on the
Monclova Road in Swanton Township. Hiram had eighty acres on the Ramm Road near
his brother®@holding. Josiah Farrington owned eighty acres that straddled the Wabash
and Western Railroad near Heller Road. His future father-in-law, J. F. C. Burnette had
over 15?(? acres on the south side of Swan Creek in the vicinity of Finzel and Cemetery
Roads.

For his business dealings and correspondence, Eber had a printed | etterhead
which featured a picture of an impressive merino buck and the heading, "Eber Bradley
— Breeder and Dedler in - AMERICAN MERINO SHEEP - (Spanish Blood) -
Whitehouse, Lucas Co., O."

a7



In Missouri, Charles and Martha®first child, Eli Williamson, was born in January 1861,
"in asod house" according to a note in the family records. Sod houses were to the
western plains what log cabins had been to settlersin more forested regions. Timber was
scarce and expensive so pioneers commonly built their homes by plowing up sod,
chopping it into strips, and laying the strips one on another like bricks. The homes were
not usually spacious. One farmer in Blaine County, Nebraska, lived in a sod house built
by his homesteading father in 1885. It was sixteen by twenty-five feet.*

Rumors picked up considerable of the spectacular between White house and the
Clark home in Waynesburg. James@nother, Emeline, passed along one (January 19,
1861), "We heard that Eber was in the Army that he was Colonel of a regiment.@she
had other rumors: "We heard Hiram was Marled and then we heard he was dead." Mrs.
Clark had the facts straight on one matter-James had been in Company D of the 25th
Ohio Regiment for at least three months without, she complained, one word from him.

A sheep customer, Oben Whitcomb, Sullivan, Ashland County, on February 25,
1861, had nothing but good things to say about sheep he had bought. What he called
"The Southern panic" was stirring up excitement around Sullivan. He figured that®
Some are determined to have war ... | hope not." He had given Eber a pistol to sell. Get
it sold, he urged. Otherwise, "keep it in order so in case we have to go south for war
then take it along, ha ha." Whitcomb®"ha ha' might have had a hollow sound. Texas
seceded that month and Jefferson Davis had been inaugurated as head of the rapidly
arming Confederacy.

Selling patent rights was still agoing business. Late in March,
John wrote from Waterbury about a Baxter Whitney who was in Ohio from Vermont
selling patent rights for a clothes wringer. John thought well of the device. Although
working with Whitney in promoting patent sales, he warned his brother, "I do not advise
you to buy territory . . . make them let you have it on commission.@Dn the domestic
front, he reported that son Myron Clyde was two and a half years old. His older son,
Carlos, had died in January at four years of age.

Fort Sumter had been taken by the Confederates a month before Eli and Sally
wrotein May, "Y oung men have gone from our
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village under age and are now officersin Service." Perhaps because of ominous clouds
of impending war in Missouri, Minnie was returning to her home, stopping by Lucas
County on the way. Their parents begged, "Now Eber and Hiram don®be selfish and
keep her there too long but |et her fly home."

While Minnie was in Whitehouse, Cynthawould be celebrating the marriage, in
distant Jericho, Vermont, of her sixteen-year-old sister, Lydia, to Jonathan Barney, a
member of awell-respected family in the area. °

Charles and Martha, with their five-month-old baby, were dismayed by the troops
around their home in Syracuse, Missouri.

On June 21,1861 he wrote:

The Missouri State troops | eft this place yesterday and in about four hours
more the Government troops occupied the same ground...Oh! the Horrors
of an internecine Civil War... Peacable citizens have thus far protected us
fromtheire of ultramen.

L etterhead with a patriotic motif was Henry Bradley®writing paper when he
wrote (June 22) from Montpelier, including a multicolored drawing of Columbiawith a
sword in one hand and an American flag on a staff in the other. He wanted to visit Ohio
"where Eli-ites thrive so well." He added, "Minnie calls it Bradley-ville." He was
looking forward to her return home the next week, proudly commenting that their sister
was capable of making the Missouri-Vermont trip unescorted "for she has got grit and
Spunk. My Employer would cal it Pluck."

He inquired about Myron. "Do you know how he feels on the War question? Is he
aDemocrat still or will he uphold the Stars and Stripes or is he Silent? The Union
forever isthe only voice here."

Newspapers kept him current on war news. "We have two daily papers published
in Montpelier, we take the Daily Morning Journal (Boston) and one Burlington daily."
Although a sincere Unionist, he was not ready to enlist:

The 2nd Regiment from Vermont started on Monday the 24th for Washington. The 3rd
Regiment are in camp in St. Johnsbury. There are enough that are glad of a chance &
think it the easyest way of getting money without me.. .1 have a good home here. Am
happy as a clamin the mud. From Sacramento (June 24, 1861), Democrat or not, Myron
estimated that eight-tenths of that part of the country was for the Union. The pony
express, started two months before, made the run from Missouri to Californiain only
eight to ten days, but he did not expect that modern communication system to bring
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welcome news. "We look for the next pony express with much solicitude, expecting a
collision." Emigration from the eastern states was extensive, "Some coming to avoid the
war othersto settle in a country where they imagine they will speedily accumulate an
immence fortune and others come to a place they think they can enjoy more liberty. ®

He was employed by Mr. B. A. Farr at The Telegraph House, a hotel on J Street
between 12th and 13th.6 The hotel © name was up-to-date: Western Union had been
organized only five years before, in 1856.

The Army had James Clark and he was not pleased. From Camp Chase,
Columbus, Ohio (July 9, 1861), he had his complaints:
| have been in Camp Chase about five weeks. | like Camp life as well as a cat to eat hot
soap. They do not give us our rights. They are midling saving of there provisions.

Ohio regiments had been in battlesin Virginia, bringing Southern prisoners to
Camp Chase. James had mixed feelings about the Secessionists, They are nice looking
men, some of the, but they are rebels." Then atouch of self-interest punctured his
patriotism, "I am going to have me a gold watch from some of the
southerners."

Although Clark did not like Army, Ohioans were volunteering so fast as to
overwhelm facilities for inducting and providing minimal training for the recruits.
Ohio® Governor Dennison (April 22, 1861) implored Washington to accept more than
the thirteen regiments required in the April 15th call for troops, "I can hardly stop short
of twenty regiments.©®

After her visit in Ohio, on the way home from Missouri, Minnie Mariah was safe
in Vermont when she addressed her letter of July 21 to "My Darling Brothers, Sister and
little nepheys!" Many visitors had been at her parent® home. Clara Dixon, Henry, Uncle
Sanford, John and Lizzie and Clyde. Minnie met John®bride. Lizzie Goodrich, for the
first time since their marriage (John®second) on August 7, 1860. "I am taller than
Lizzie. Sheisfair asapure white lily and as stout, weighs 84 pounds and has the tiniest
hands and feet ever worn. She is a beauty and Clyde (Myron Clyde, John®son by the
late Frances) loves her to death.®
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She was eager to get to work, looking forward to a"situation" at the Union School in
Montpeller that Henry had promised to get for her. Minnie was worried about
something else. “Not aword from Nye. | think heis dead and | am going to dietoo if no
word comes soon!! " (Nye was probably a beau of hers from her Missouri sojourn.)
There was an enthusiastic word about her future sister-in-law, Clara Dixon, who
"dresses elegantly and |

am glad of it."

A widower since the death of Araadnain September 1861, Josiah Farrington
enlisted in July 1862 in the 14th Regiment of the Ohio Infantry and was elected
Lieutenant by Company I. He left behind his eight-year-old daughter Araadna, always
known as "Addie," three-year-old son Ambrose ("Bose"), and his mother, with Cyntha
and Eber.

Company | of the 14th was presumably organized like most other regiments with
one captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, five sergeants, three corporals,
two musicians, one wagoner, and from sixty-five to eighty-two privates. A novicein
military affairs, Josiah must have had his hands full as the second in command of
Company |.

Hisfirst letter home (July 27, 1861) from Camp Chase, to ."Dear Mother, Brother
and Sister and Children," reported abusy life in camp and the arrival of twenty
prisoners, "seceshers’ he called them. Union soldiers brought back war trophies from
early battles, "Some of the boys bring back mules, some clothes, some niggers, guns & C
that they havecaptured. ®

The two Farrington youngsters, their father away at war, were not overlooked in
Minnie®letter of August 4, "My Dear Brothers, Sister, and Nephews not forgetting Mrs.
Farrington or those dear little ones, Addie and Bosie." Financialy, everyone in the
Vermont wool business was in deep trouble; people on the Island were "entirely
destitute of money . . . having like you, depended on wool .@&:ber® pride could not have
been assuaged by his sister®assurance that " Father and Mother feel so badly about your
affairs and pity you so much and love you more than if you were perfectly wealthy |
know." Thiswas the period that A. J. Bradley described, over seventy years later, as
when the @ bottom fell out of the wool market."
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There were continued worries by twenty-four-year-old Minnie about her Mr. Nye,
"surrounded by war and trouble . . . and has had to watch day and night for fear of being
murdered by the rebels." The description fits the Missouri situation precisely. "We
correspond now as friends ... just right for the times."

In closing she was specific as to whom she sent her love:

Willie, Addie, Bossie, Mrs. Farrington, Hiram, "the little redhead" (Albert Josiah, not
guite two), and Aunt Mary.

Later in the month (August 23), his father told Eber and Cyntha that he was still
getting al over the country except on Sunday when he had nine 0@l ock meeting, then
Sabbath School, and five o@lock prayer meeting.

Accompanying her father®letter, Minnie sent a note asking that they "give my
love to Miss Fanny—or our sister Fannie, Josiah® Fannie." So hisintention to marry the
sister of hislate wife was known to the families although the marriage did not take place
until the next January.

The Bradley home in Vermont was a meccafor visitors. Among recent guests had
been Uncle John and Aunt Phoebe Corning. "Aunt P. sat in her rocking chair and two
poles (we daren®call @m rails!!) were under the seat, and two men before, and two
behind, toted her over.®

She was impressed by a socia affair she had attended the previous night at
Chauncey Brownell®, describing it with her typical spontaneity:

They livein style at Brownell®. Delia Brownell said she counted seventy-
six present! Had afiddler from Richmond! Some danced in the dining
room. Parcels played whist-euchre-backgammon-checkers AC-while the
rest of us played the piano & sang.

Minnie Mariah also solemnly announced, "Uncle John® cow®funeral took place
on Saturday last!@

L etters from her were written from top to bottom on the stationery; then, if there
was more to say, she turned the page half-way around to write additional paragraphs
"across the grain" over the previous longhand- Not difficult to read, it conserved | etter
paper which cost about eights cents a sheet in the 1850@.

Farrington and his regiment had left Camp Chase by October 1861, moving into
Kentucky and Camp Dick Robinson in Garrard County, almost exactly in mid-
Kentucky, which had been established two months before. On the sixth he mentioned
that
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asoldier, caught sleeping while on guard, would probably be shot. (Almost certainly,
the offender was not; only six Ohio soldiers were executed by U. S. Military authorities
during the war and there is no record of a Civil War soldier paying the death penalty for
sleeping on sentry duty.)

An expected engagement with the southern general, Felix Zallicoffer, had not
materialized. On less martial matters, Ambrose got fatherly advice, "Tell himto bea
good boy and mind his Grand Ma and Uncle Eber and Aunt Cyntha.®

Collecting debts was a continuing frustration for Bozie® Uncle Eber. A Mrs.
Powers explained (October 29, 1861) that she had no money to send because her
husband had joined the Army. If it was any solace, Mrs. Powers admitted that the note
"Is due and aught to have ben pad.®

For a busy soldier, Farrington proved to be a dependabl e correspondent. His letter
of November 3 was on war-time |etterhead with "Union!" topping the page in half-inch
|etters and an eagle with a stars-and-stripes emblem, probably a best seller among the
supplies sold by the camp® sutlers. He wasin Camp Calvert, near London, Kentucky,
southeast of Camp Robinson. The inhabitants, "very much alarmed (were) moveing
their families into the country.©

He reported on the battle at Camp Wild Cat, nine miles NW of London, on
October 21, claiming for the 14th Regiment the honor of "saving the Federal forces
from destruction." Although the 14th had not been all that important, it was certainly a
Union victory. The Confederates suffered twenty-one dead, forty-two wounded, the
Union only four dead and twenty wounded.

Sickness was rampant among the troops. " Capt. (John W.) McCabe has regained
his health and joined his Company. (Second) Lieut. (Alexander) Walp is rather out of
health. He is troubled with the Chill Fever...3 or four are sick with the Measles."

Diseases most prevaent in the Federal armies were dysentery (which, together
with arthritis from which he never fully recovered, ended Farrington® Army service),
typhoid fever, arthritis (which two invalided Henry Bradley), malaria (frequently called
ague), pneumonia, measles, and malnutrition.

About 225,000 died of diseasein the Union armies, 110,000 of wounds. In the 14th
Ohio, 189 died of disease during the war, 146
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killed or died of wounds. In Vermont® 10th Regiment where Henry Bradley served, 153
died of disease, 141 died in action or of wounds.

In October, Hiram visited Vermont. His letter (November 3) told of afew
difficulties. Although he had intended to take a boat from Toledo, he missed his
connection and took the train instead. Buying aticket to Burlington, he "jumped aboard
the ten o@lock train on Wednesday and at ten Thursday nite | was visiting with Mother
and Minnie as hard and fast as | could.@He itemized his
"bill of fare and RR bill"—

Pair boots at Whitehouse 2.50
From White House to Toledo on cars 50
Got acab at Toledo .62
From Toledo to Burlington 18.15
From Burlington to Williston 45
Crackers & Cheese & Applesthrough 57
Total distance, 918 miles 22.79

"t tell you Eber, "his brother concluded, "l was glad | took it by R R instead of
boat. The waves rolled high as the chamber windows of your house. Nevertheless |
should have gone by boat if
there had been one or any prospect of one before Friday.®
Apparently he was trying to justify traveling by rail rather than
be the cheaper water route. Deck passage on a boat, for example, cost approximately
three dollars from Buffalo to Detroit. Railroads were also comparatively new means of
transportation. Chittenden County®first railroad had come only twelve years before and
rail travel was still ahigh risk with numerous crashes, fires, collapsed bridges, head-ons,
and boiler explosions.

Thetrip left Hiram, who had started out with thirty dollars, with exactly $7.21.
He would have to earn money in Williston to buy needed clothes including pants at, he
estimated, $6.00, shirts and drawers $2.00, and an every-day coat $4.00.

Their Uncle Ezbon Sanford was not all satisfied with the forty dollars Eber had
recently paid on his long-standing debt. His uncle sent a message that he wasin no
hurry about the principle, but the Interest must be paid, spelling out that it would come
to $125 by the next June. Considering the amount over-due to Sanford, the demand by
another Vermont creditor that Eber pay him three dollars must have seemed almost

niggling.
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place here, alarge white house and green blinds to windows and doors also."

That fall, Eber wanted work done "in the mason line," as he wroteto a"Friend
Preston” (November 25,1861), including "an ashery and smokehouse" as well as
underpinning for his home®wash-shed and kitchen. Preston owed him money which
would be figured in. Prospects of getting work or money were dimmed when the | etter
was returned by the Post Office, addressee unknown. The ashery would have been used
to leach out lye from wood ashes, the lye boiled with grease to produce soap.

Still in Vermont, Hiram wrote a week before Christmas in 1861 that brother John
"gets five hundred per year at Waterbery clerking it." Hiram had been in Jonesville, a
Chittenden County hamlet, where afriend had bought 150 acres. The Ohio visitor was
unimpressed:

He owns a good share of the Green Mountain range, says those rocks are
worth $35.00 per acre. | told him 35 cts per acre.

The farming potentia in his native state did not ook attractive, Hiram facetiously
suggesting that Cousin Wesley move there from Lucas County if he wanted to "raise
little Y ankee nubbins of corn must as big as their fingers."

The war news from Hiram was that the Vermont Cavalry had just left Burlington
for Washington, D. C. "It took 120 carsto carry the soldiers and horses and baggage.
Cousin Henry Wheeler isone.”

He was gratified to have received two recent letters from "Mother®tall boy,
Josiah." Si Farrington was well above average height for his generation, about six feet
two inches.

Four days after Christmas, the tall boy wrote from Camp Kentucky that he was
the only officer in Company | fit for duty so he had to "fly around like an old woman
with alarge family with two at the breast. ©®

War pressures on Charles and his family in Missouri had grown worse by late
December 1861. On a letterhead featuring a knight in armor standing on a solid rock
labeled "Columbia," an American eagle, and "E Pluribus Unum," he endorsed the
sentiment with a scribbled note next to it, " Thislooks good. C. S.
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B." Despite his Unionism, the Federal troops had killed several of his hogs and burned
his fences for their camp fires. More than
that.

Although they know meto be areal Loyal subject as any of them yet they
came in my absence & took my schoolroom which is the lower part of my
house & put 30 or 40 sick init & asit broke up my school & forced me
from employment to live in ahospita I...went to General (John) Pope...but
got no satisfaction but rather was pretty roughly answered.

History has not dealt gently with General Pope® personality. Over-confident and
pugnacious have been popular descriptions.

Charles did not exaggerate at all the bitterness of the fighting in the state. The
month he wrote, there were three or four engagements between Union and Missouri
state troops. In al, 1162 Civil War battles or skirmishes were fought in the Show Me
state, exceeded only by Virginiaand Tennessee. Missouri citizens were victimized by
Unionists and Secessionists alike. Towns were looted, homes torched, and men
suspected of favoring the other side murdered on their own doorsteps.

"Trouble does not make the people here better," Charles dispaired, "but | think
amost infinitely worse." Getting away, probably to Ohio, was foremost in his thoughts.
He summed up his experiences, "There is too much private shooting in this quarter to
suit me.®@

Eber had offered Josiah some proposition or another for investing in land. His
brother-in-law, no stranger to Eber®@freewheeling financing, declined the opportunity
from Russell County, in south-central Kentucky (January 12, 1861), "I do not care about
Investing in lands at Present." He had other and pressing concerns including the
prospects of abattle: "There will be a Force of about Eighteen thousand on the side of
the union and according to Report some Fifteen thousand of the Enemys.”

(Farrington kept adiary of his Civil War activities from February to June 1862.
Extensive excerpts from the diary as well as from his Army letters have been published
in The Northwest Quarterly, Maumee Valley Historical Society, in the Summer 1977
issue. Quotations from the diary would not materially advance the story of the Bradley
family so excerpts from only hisletters have been used in this account.)

Company | of the 14th Ohio was moving too fast for Hiram to keep track of. Still
visiting in Chittenden County, he wrote his
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brother in Ohio (January 25), "Please let me know where Josiah is. | lost track of him."

Hewas" haveing agood time generally. We had a good oyster Supper. Self and
Girl attended. One hundred and fifty couplestook Oysters." Albert was working at the
Carlton Store in Underbill, Henry at the clothing store in Montpelier. Minnie expected
Myron from Californiain June to marry Clara Dixon;
she was thinking about going back with them. Albert was aso talking about going to
California despite Hiram®efforts to convince him that his best future would be around
Whitehouse.

The Vermonters heard from Charles often enough to understand that the situation
in warring Missouri was untenable. Hiram offered suggestionsif his brother moved to
Ohio. "If you could not better him, | would like to board with him on my place and
work on my place and elsewhere. Lets get him there any how."

Northwestern Ohio®comparatively mild weather had softened Hiram. "Frigid"
was hisword for Chittenden County. "Tell Wes and Mary it is cold enough here to
freeze bats. | dressfor it | do." Histime-table for returning remained alittle vague, "I
intend to see you all erelong at the longest."

Charles finally made his decision. He was moving to Ohio. From Syracuse,
Missouri he wrote to Eber on Sunday, February 9, 1862, that he would be in
Whitehouse the last of the following week. His two cows and most of the household
furnishings were
aready sold. Marthawas paying her farewell visit to her father.

Considering devoting himself to church work, Charles hoped that "Methodism is
more flourishing and pure there than when | was there at teaching." His Missourian
wife, whom he described as quiet and retiring, was a bit apprehensive about Ohio. "She
used to wonder if the most of northern people are hotheaded Abolitionists Ac Ac." He
politely cautioned his Y ankee kin and kith, "She will watch closely fro the first few
months but | hope she may get a very good impression of northern people and life. @

Either Eber or Cyntha had referred to Charles and Martha®"babies" although
they had only EU. Charles chided them good-naturedly, "Y ou might have left off that €@©
from ®aby@vith perfect safety and not have used partiaity. ©@
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About the time scheduled for the arrival of Charlesdamily, Hiram expressed his
satisfaction over their move. "l mean to fix up the old house and Charley and | live there
next summer." At the moment, Hiram was staying with his parents who also had Uncle
Timothy Meigs with them. Eli Judson was, as usual, "out selling stoves, home every
week." He had a new supplier in Troy, who sold him stoves much cheaper.

Timothy Meigs Bradley had not aged into aloveable old codger. His visiting
nephew called him "mean." Specifically, "He says when he dies then we can all devide
up his property but he is agoing to let his creditors go to grass for their pay and sponge
hisliving out of Father then die and let people scratch for their pay.” Thisdrastic
personality change in formerly independent Timothy Meigs suggests a"silent stroke" as
he approached his seventy-fourth birthday.

From California, in February 1862, Myron allowed himself to
indulge in recommending business maxims to Eber:

Buy what you can pay for & pay when you buy it...Never get more
business on hand than you can manage yourself...\When money begins to
circulate limitedly begin to limit your business...Take every precaution to
keep the confidence of the business community...

All of them were sound business practices and there is no evidence that Eber ever
followed any of them.

The hotel business in Sacramento was not al peaches and cream. Times were
hard in Californiaas well as Ohio and Vermont. Five floods in six weeks had |eft from
two to five feet of water in the lobby of The Telegraph House; five times they had
moved everything to the second floor. The hotel had $16,000 outstanding in accounts
and notes. Myron, although tempted to go to "the Salmon River (Idaho) digginsthis
spring and try my luck for a sudden fortune," resolved to stick to hisjob and collect
debts:

| will show some of them awarm trick if they do not come out | tell you. |
have got on hand now which | took in debt 7 Horses & equippage, 4
waggons & 9 yoke of oxen & c and if more of them do not come out we
will fill up the stable with stock.

His little nephews, Ambrose and Albert, were infected by the war fever. Their
uncle wrote, "1 would like much to see Albert marching his regiment around. That red
bed has got the pluck but | should think Bozie would turn around and hit him on the
head Sometime.”
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The Charles Bradley family was welcomed in Hiram@®letter dated March 11. "Charley
and Martha my best wishes to you in your new home." He was having trouble raking up
enough cash to get back to hisfarm in Ohio.

Perhaps Eber felt atwinge of empathy for his creditors who were trying hard to
collect money from him—more than afew people also owed him money and could not
pay. From Spring Hill, Tennessee, Lieutenant Farrington wrote (March 27, 1862) that
IsiahT. Walker, a Whitehouse neighbor, sent his compliments. "He wants you to send
the amount of the balance he owes you and he will send it when heis paid off again."
(Sergeant Walker, twenty-six, died in December 1863 from wounds suffered at the
Battle of Missionary Ridge; his dependent mother was awarded a pension of eight
dollars amonth.)

A M. Opdyke had no promises at all when he wrote from Montpelier in April,
"Intended to send some (money) in this letter but cannot on account of not having it to
send am sorry for it had or to been paid before.”

In hisletter mentioning Sergeant Walker, Josiah commented on Good and Evil
around Whitehouse, about which he had forebodings, explaining, "Therefore | assisted
in erecting the much talked of church." Thiswas almost certainly the First or Union
church where at |east three Protestant sects worshipped. Well built of log sills and ol d-
fashioned barn frame, it cost $606.607 and presumably was where Charles Sanford
Bradley preached for atime.

The Battle of Shiloh had been a near-miss for the 14th Ohio. Josiah wrote on
April 14th from Pittsburg, Landing, Tennessee, that he had seen 168 bodiesin one
grave, 60 horsesin apile and 30 in another, casualties of the "Battle of the 6 & 7," later
called Pittsburg Landing or Shiloh. The Landing amounted to awharf and alog cabin
on the west side of the Tennessee River. Two or three miles into the woods was a small
Methodist meeting-house, Shiloh church.

The Ohio regiment, afew days after the battle, was sent into Alabama where the
troops burned bridges, killed four Rebels, and took prisoners.

The Battle of Shiloh was saved for the Union by the arrival of General Don
Carlos Budll®forces for the second day of the
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engagement. The genera was Ohio-born, probably the inspiration for thirteen-year-old
Fred Bradley, nearly four decades after Shiloh, to compose his first poem, perhaps
derivative, "The Drums of Buell." He imagined the arrival of the reinforcements:

Far away there sounds a cheeringl-And @vas most beyond belief-As the
news flashed down the line--@Buell has come to Grant©relief! @

On April 19, when Farrington wrote to his mother from Camp Shiloh, he had
heard of Eber and Cyntha®"L atest present,” Almira Jane, born on March 19, who died
less than a year later. He told Mrs. Farrington of sharing mess with Captain McCabe,
two doctors, and another Lieutenant. Waiting on their table was "a yellow boy as waiter
that | picked up by the way side who | call George Washington." Thiswas awell
established practice among Union soldiers. It has been estimated that as many as
200,000 blacks were cooks, waiters, wagoners, and laborers for Northern troops and
about an equal number served as soldiers.

Eating, Si assured his homefolks, was good with "Ham and eggs, potatoes,
mustard, soft bread, green apple sauce, cheese and butter with sugar and coffee." Ther
provisions were not always that high on the hog; in the same camp he once had nothing
to eat for afull week except hard bread and salt pork.

Not content with the general business admonitions he had given to Eber two
months before, Myron®letter of April 22 pointed out specific lacks he found in his
brother®business practices. "Y our slow note business | never did like and do not
believeitispolicy. | love the cash down system or if time at all haveit verry limited."
Moreover, the farm was poorly located: "I do believeif you had bought aplacein a
good healthy locality with good strong soil on some river or creek you would have been
worth double what you now are or thousands of dollars more."

Practicing what he preached, he took the hard line with customers of The
Telegraph House. They had to settle once a year, pay cash, or "give their notes at two
percent per month." The privilege of notes at about twenty-four per cent annual Interest
was for old and favored customers only. New ones paid every week in advance. Horace
Greeley, editor of The New York Tribunein Californiathree years earlier, referred to
"Californiarates of interest" with apparent awe.
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Myron had been trading that spring, swapping a six-horse team for two twenty-foot lots
adjoining the hotel. There was more to sell including two wagons, a span of mules, two
buggies, four sets of mule harnesses, and he did not recall what else. Summing up his
collection techniques, he boasted, "So you see | have not lost my yankee yet."

At thistimein the history of hotelsin the American far west, an observer
declared, "No one in the world teaches you your place so well as the American hotel-
clerk." Perhaps he had met Myron.

There was an Inquiry about Farrington in Myron®|etter, "He was not in the Ohio
running regiment was he?' The question referred to some Ohio troops at Shiloh firing
only a scared volley or two before disappearing from the field. The colonel of the Fifty-
Third Ohio Regiment called to his men, " Fall back and save yourselves!" and the troops
fled from the scene in confusion along with the Fifty-Seventh and Seventy-Seventh
regiments.?

It was arelief for Farrington to get away from the site of the battle when he wrote
from Corinth, Mississippi (April 25). "The air where we were encamping had become
very Impure there
being so many dead bodies so dightly buried lying near.®

He was suffering from rheumatism and acute diarrhea which plagued him the best
of hislife. Diarrhea was often a catch-all term to cover what are now recognized as a
multitude of diseases including typhoid fever. From near Corinth, within five miles of
the Confederates@dvanced lines, he wrote (June 26, 1862) to his mother that he was
"convalescent but not able to stand much fatigue." He was thinking about coming home.
"Thetimethat | had pictured out in my mind to stay in the service has nearly expired.”

As Josiah planned to |leave the service, Eber revealed to his parents that he was
thinking of joining up despite his family and thirty-four years. Minnie replied (August
17) that they all had read his letter "with mingled feelings of sadness and pride. We
know how hard it isfor you to leave your family and go with so many uncertainties
staring in your face @

One of the uncertainties would have been money since privates were paid about
thirteen dollars a month. His age would have
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been no deterrent. Three out of every five Ohio men between eighteen and forty-five
served in the Civil War military. °

The youngest of the Bradley brothers, Henry M., enlisted on July 30, 1862 asa
private in Company B, 10th Regiment of the Vermont Volunteers. Hereceived a
twenty-five dollar "bounty" plus atwo-dollar "premium." Henry was twenty-one, half
an inch short of five and ahalf feet tal, light complected, blue eyed, and had brown
hair. Since 1857 he had been working in James G. French® clothing store, Montpelier. v

Company B was organized in Waterbury in early August, 1862 before the
Regiment went into camp at Brattleboro, Vermont on the 15th and was mustered into
service on September 1st with 1,016 officers and men. On September 6, in eighteen
passenger cars, most men overloaded with personal impedimenta, books, stationery,
brushes, patent medicines, etc., they traveled to New Haven, then by Steamboat
"Continental" to New Y ork. The troops moved by ship to Perth Amboy, N. J., and by
rail to Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, D.C., arriving on September 8th.

The next morning they marched to Camp Chase in Arlington, Virginia. The site
was an old camp and the 10th did not like the stench about it. They managed to be
reassigned to another and fresher location where they spent the winter of 1862-63.11

Perhaps the excitement of Henry®enlistment stirred Eber to think about getting
into service. Hiram, too, was considered alikely candidate for the Army by the family
when Myron wrote on September 23. For himself, he had many thoughts about the war
including poor Union leadership, political upstarts leading troops into battle, Union
defeats before Richmond, the tardy move against Stonewall Jackson in Maryland, and
more. Lincoln® Emancipation Proclamation found him in agreement when it was issued
that month, effective the next January 1st. Myron wrote, "As davery is the base of the
war let them be proclaimed free at once and have but the one thing in view and that to
preserve the Union."

James Clark did not see any grand scheme in the conflict in his letter (October 10,
1862) from camp at Fairfax Court House, Virginia. He had been in service eighteen
months, first with the
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25th Regiment of Ohio Infantry Volunteers, then transferred on Marchl7, 1862 to the
12th Ohio Battery. ° James wrote, "On our March we had ten hard battles." That
included the second Battle of Bull Run where, Clark claimed, the Rebels charged the
12th Ohio Battery three times, captured a few men but none of the guns. " We had two
men kild and 8 Wounded and 8 horses shot." Official records for the Battery show three
died in battle during the war, seventeen by disease. ®

There was a glimpse of the old care-free Jamesin aline addressed to Hiram, "If
you are not Married yet you bad better put it off awhile yet till 1 get back and you and |
will have it both done up the same day and it will not cost so much." In fact, he did not
marry until 1866 and remained married to the same woman
until his death in 1923 in his native Crawford County at eighty-three.

By October 12, Myron was ready to make the trip back east for his wedding to
Clara Dixon. With a sharp eye for a profitable dollar, he was "thinking strong of
crossing the plains for the purpose of bringing stock either mules or horses and maybe
both" on his return trip with his spouse. Californiawas prosperous. The mines were
producing bountifully, the Nevada County and Humboldt mines seemed boundless. He
could count 300 to 500 teams every day headed for the Washoe District mines. The
State Fair had been a success, California could "beat the world" for the beauty, size, and
flavor of fruit and, in aburst of early California Chamber-of-Commerce boosterism,
"finaly | think we can beat the world on exhibition of most any thing.®

Describing Henry as @he flower of the flock," he wished him a safe return home
"with glory on his brow, well and sound." Personally, Myron felt obligated not to enlist:
"I should have gone long ago had it not been for some promises | made years since
which | intend to fulfill."
Reading between the lines of hisletter, it appears that Eber could not enlist because of a
lame leg while Hiram was not interested in the Army with his marriage scheduled for
January. Myron®lukewarm feelings about active service surfaced as he advised Hiram
that he would find it "much more to his pleasure to
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marry and settle down than fighting his southern brethren.@-e also liked Charles©
decision to "give himself entirely up to the ministry."

Down in Gallatin, Tennessee, Farrington was edgy when his discharge papers
were sent to Whitehouse in error. He asked Eber (November 13,1862), "Please to attend
to thisamediately and oblidge." The Lieutenant must have been upset—he usually
spelled better than that.

Although the sheep business was hitting bottom, one of Eber® customers, John
Goes of Berea, avillage near Cleveland, had not lost his faith in fleece and mutton. On
Christmas Day 1862 he wrote that having sold his farm he was "going strait to lowa on
to the praries with agood lot of sheep." Mr. Goes had advice, "Now if you want to make
money fast that is your plan."

Henry®@military adventure was brief. After four months he became dangerously
I of typhoid fever in camp near Poolesville, Maryland. Brother John went to Maryland
to care for him, writing to Eber (January 16,1863) from @Blead Quarters 10th Vt. Reg.
Whites Ford 4V 2 miles from Poolesville, Maryland." He went on, "The camp isin view
of Sugar Loaf Mountain on one side and Ball Bluff on the other and Harpers Ferry in
front about 18 miles distant."

Getting to the army camp to see Henry had been arough experience. For three
hours he had "walked about six milesin the dark, mud, through woods, through fields,
over fences, &c. till | was almost drilled out.®

Lieutenant Si Farrington®@military career was aso over as he prepared for his
marriage to Fanny Burnette, who was not quite tweety-two. Eber and family were
invited in anote of January 17th:

Y our company with Cynthas Mothers and the Children is solicited at Ins  J.F.C.
Burnettes near Swan Creek on Tuesday Jany. 20th, 1863, at 11 o€lock a.m.

At the wedding celebration, Eber could have been distracted by dark thoughts of his
financia straits. Earlier that month (January 4), Ezbon Sanford itemized the status of
that unpaid note, nearly five years old, with accumul ated interest of $250 of which only
half had been paid, not to mention the untouched
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principal amount. Ezbon®wife wasill, ahired girl cost him $1.25 aweek, and he was
unable to work being almost "three score years and ten."

Another wedding invitation came their way the next month, this one to Vermont
for the long-planned Clara-Myron nuptials. From Myron®invitation (February 8, 1863),
the date was only approximate, "l expect it will come off about the tenth of March.@To
Hiram, whose marriage was not two months old, he sent congratul ations upon being “ as
happy as aclamin the mud."

He had learned early to take a wife®needs and comfort into his considerations
and given up the idea of returning to California across the plains. The journey would be
too difficult for Clara so they would use the easier water route.

Another traveler, Horace Greeley, the famous New Y ork newspaper editor, took
the land route in 1859. For his return trip, he used the water route by way of the Isthmus
for afundamental reason, "those pestilent boils," the scourge of travelers crossing the
plains.

On March 18th, Minnie reported on the marriage:

...which felicitous event occurred on the 5th of the present month. It passed
off well-The parties most concerned were perfectly self-possessed as they
are old enough to be!

She continued with more generousity about Clara Maria Dixon Bradley, "She
looked magnif.”

In fact, Myron married into a highly respected family. Clara® parents, Leonard
and Eliza Bostwick Dixon, were to buy the Bostwick House hotel in Jericho about 1866,
rename it the Dixon House, enlarge and develop it into a prestigious country inn with
old-fashioned gardens, bowling aley, courts for croguet and quoit, stable of saddle
horses, and a sumptuous bill of fare. 15
A guardian had to be appointed by the fall of 1862 for Timothy Meigs Bradley, no
longer capable of taking care of hisown affairs. Eli Judson wrote in March 1863 that he
had arranged for the aged man to live at "a good boarding place thiswinter at $2.00 a
week." Timothy®@farm would be sold in afew days at about fifty dollars an acre. His
debt to Eber would be paid after the sale. What Eli wanted to know was where the
proceeds should be
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applied, i. e., to which of Eber®@several obligations in Chittenden County should-the
money be applied.

The returned soldier. Henry, wrote at the same time about eating his mother®
cooking "likeapig" and weighing ten pounds more than when he enlisted the previous
fall. John, who had brought him home, was to start attending a Commercial Collegein
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., while Henry intended to return to his old job in Montpeller.
Minnie, apparently at loose ends, would go with him.

At this point, the collection of family lettersis sharply reduced. Perhaps Eber lost
Interest, maybe they have been lost. Thereis no correspondence, for example, about the
final illness of Timothy Meigs who died, incompetent, in Brattleboro on April 4, 1864 at
seventy-six years, fifteen days. Buria wasin the Old Cemetery in Williston.

Probably the most famous prison camp for Southern officers was on Johnson®
Island, located near Sandusky, Ohio, in Lake Erie. John Wesley Bradley, Company D,
Hoffman® Battalion,
wrote from the Island on June 5:

The Prisoners have been working hard to get out. Last Sunday they dug a
tunnell thru the fence some thirty ft and about 6 ft deep and one came and
stuck his head out and the officer of the day saw him and drawed his
revolver on him. But he went back to quick.

Wesley may have referred to an escape attempt by Lieutenant Charles Pierce, 7th
L ouisiana Regiment, who made three escape efforts, one about this time, without
SuCCess, IS

Escape attempts during the summer months were rare. Most tries came when
L ake Erie was frozen solid as guards stuck close to their sentry boxes. Historians have
guestioned whether, in fact, any prisoner successfully escaped from the Prison. Most of
the prisoners were Southern officers. On May 12, 1865, for instance, the rolls included
two generals, 42 colonels, 60 majors, 627 captains, and 1919 lieutenants. Between 1861
and 1865, there were 206 Southerners buried on the Island.17 Cousin Wesley wastired
of the assignment:

| shall come home in July about the 10th and | have wrote to Mary (his
wife) and Cornelia (his sister) to get ready to go with me up to your house
when | come and Cintha | want lots to eat when | come.. .1t goes rather,
tough to be away from home and can®get home when we want to.

Both Wesley and his brother Roscious (Rosh) J. Bradley served on Johnson®
Island in the Hoff man Battalion v ©r its successor
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(as of January 1864) the 128th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, organized at Columbus and the
Island, discharged July 17,1865 *°

Charles had been devoting himself to church work, part-time or full-time, around
Whitehouse when Martha died at twenty-five on July 27, 1864; six months before, their
ten-month-old son, Charles Henry, had died.

In Troy, New York, Albert had changed jobs, becoming a molder® apprentice.
"When | make afull week | earn from $18 to twenty, board $4.50." He took a cool view
of the Conscription Act passed in 1863:

| am not afraid of the draft for | can go as asoldier or run away either & |
had as lief do one as another it isno trouble to me.

He was far from aonein his distaste for the draft. To years earlier, when
President Lincoln had threatened conscription if a military quota of 300,000 failed,
Cleveland, Ohio reported "quite an army...of runaways" from the possibility of a draft
and the
Burlington (Vt.) FreePress said that Canada-bound trains were crowded with escapees
while numbers of eligibles made their way by foot or in wagons over the Canadian
line.20

Albert®granddaughter, Pearle Bye Houchen, was told that he and nine other
eligibles agreed, if any one of them was drafted, to collectively hire a substitute at a cost
of thirty dollarsto each of the ten. The $300, paid to the Government, could also have
been for amilitary exemption on a specific quota call, acommon practice which caused
some to deride it as arich man®war and a poor man®@fight. In 1863-1864, there were
four drafts. Of about 775,000 names called, over 200,000 hired substitutes and another
400,000 either paid $300 to be passed over or were physicaly unfit. 21

Poor business or not, Eber was still buying sheep. A supplier from Burlington
sent him atelegram late in September, viathe Vermont and Boston Telegraph
Company, "Sheep Seventy five
Lambs fifty cents per head to Toledo. Boat |eaves Tuesday.@°robably on sheep
business, he had been back to Vermont twice recently. Henry (October 2, 1864)
deplored missing seeing him on both visits. The ex-soldier thought the war news was
good. A
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month before Lincoln®re-election and six months before Lee® surrender he felt
confident of victory:

We will soon have Rebellion under our feet...Abraham the Honest &
faithful will be re-elected and will be the instrument in Gods hand for
finishing the work which was begun through him.

(A few weeks after thisletter, October 19, Vermonters were shocked by a band of
Confederates, based in Canada, robbing banksin St. Albans, only twenty miles north of
Burlington, of over one hundred thousand dollars. The money was never found; some
reasonable people think it is still buried somewhere between St. Albans and the border.)

Much as he wanted to visit Ohio and California, Henry had to work while he was
young, he felt,@or | do not dispair of making a mark in the world yet though | do not
toil at it." Then a statement with several emphatic underlinings, "and | have some of the
Independence of the Sally Cooley side of the house in my veins.®

Their third son was born to Eber and Cynthain 1864-Almyra, their first daughter,
had lived only afew monthsin 1862. Henry Sherman Bradley, born on December 16th,
was clearly named after his Uncle Henry and Ohio®own General William Tecumseh
Sherman who was compl eting his triumphant 300-mile March to the Sea, November 15-
December 21, 1864, setting the stage for the end of the war at Appomattox Court House
on April 9, 1865.

When the end of me long war came, Burlington (like elsewhere in the North)
celebrated wildly according to the local newspapers. Bells were rung, great bonfires
Ignited, steam whistleslet loose, a cannon or two fired off, and spontaneous parades
took off through the city.

(That only some family letters of this period are available is emphasized by the
absence of any correspondence mentioning the President®death on April 15, 1865.)

For al of his hopes and ambitions, Henry did not live to accomplish them. At
twenty-four, he died in Williston on November 12, 1865. His 1864 application for a
pension because of rheumatism incurred in service had been rejected. Ironicaly, two
penciled notes were made on his pension application in Washington, sixteen years after
his death:

Mr. Whelpley-Don®you think this claimant should having a hearing? Dent.
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And the reply from Mr. Whelpley:
| would not reopen unless by request of claimant. CSW June 2,81.

Eli Judson®sister, Phoebe, seventy-nine, died on March 30, 1865. Her husband,
John L. Corning, lived only into the next year. They had been close friends of Timothy
Meigs as shown by the many entries about them in his journal.

By the years 1865 and 1866, both Willie and Albert were helping on the Eber
Bradley farm. His work ethic was simple, as his son Albert described it, "Old enough to
go to schooal, old enough and big enough to help work."

The stove business was humming when Albert and Mary, in Troy, heard from his
father (March 31, 1867). He had sold five the previous week and "l sell but few except
reservior stoves and Rathbone charges me but 22 dollars for ex(tended)top and @ireside
and the stove suits everyone that usesit."

As his letters show, Eli bad been selling stoves for years, the market having
opened up about 1820-1830 when cookstoves began replacing fireplaces for cooking.
Peddlers toured the northern states, often with cast iron stoves loaded on sturdy wagons,
stopping frequently to set up the stoves for demonstration.

Sally reminded her husband, in his March 31st |etter, to tell Albert and Mary
about the revival at Underhill. "Some 90 converts, among them the Eastman boys Albert
etc amost all the Meade boys in Underbill, Robert Jackson and wife, severa other
Jacksons, al the Palmers etc. etc. | was at 1 meeting evening. It was glorious."22

Josiah Farrington® second wife, Frances (Fannie) Burnette Farrington, whom he
had married after leaving the Army in 1863, died in May 1866. She was twenty-five. In
April of the next year he married Fannie®younger sister, Sarah Louise Burnette, who
was known by her middle name. In ayear or two they moved in a covered wagon to
Norborne, Missouri. With him and L ouise were a daughter and son by hisfirst wife
(Addie and Ambrose), two of Fannie®children (Marcella and Electa), and their own
new-born Justine. Josiah and Louise had a number of children in Missouri including
Myra, Marcella, Francis, Ada, and John Burnette Farringdon.
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Chapter VI
The Stories End

Despite years of disastrous experiences with notes, his and others, Eber kept on
dedling in them. In 1867, for one example, he took a note for five hundred dollars, the
signer promising to pay that amount to @ber Bradley or barer the some with interest. ®

Their Uncle Eben Bradley, whom they knew well in Vermont and Ohio days,
died on September 7 that year in Whitehouse, "Aged- 73Yrs. -3M. 18 Da." as one of the
two memorial stones states. The other stone commemorates his activity in the War of
1812.

Grace |sabelle Bradley was born to Eber and Cyntha on September 28, 1869. The
baby was named after Grace Bliss Coburn, along-time family friend from Vermont, and
Isabelle Frink, wife of alocal minister. Little Grace Bradley was called "Belle" because,
she said in later years, Mrs. Coburn did not want to be called "Big Grace" to distinguish
her from "Little Grace."

By Censustimein 1870, in Waterville Township (Whitehouse), Eber had broken
theice, reporting himself as a physician. He was 42, reported no real or personal estates
although he, in actuality, owned both. His household consisted of Cyntha 36, William
13, Albert 10, Henry 5, Grace Isabelle 10 months, and Cyntha® mother 66.

Eventually, Eber revised his personal history to suit himself, stating that he had
started practicing medicine and surgery at twenty-five, palpably incorrect, perhaps to
meet the requirements of an 1868 Ohio law requiring certain formal medical education
except for persons who had practiced medicine for ten years or more.©

During his doctoring years, he identified himself as a homeopathic practitioner
with—to quote his own notes—expertise in "obstetrics, extracting teeth, doctoring
children, burns, old sores and cancerous ulcerations (with an) average of 600 patients
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per year" and about nine home visits daily. He commonly prescribed "golden seal root"
for mouth cankers, turpentine and lard for chest colds.

Considering the often uninformed state of the medical artsin those days, "Doctor"
Bradley might have done about as much good, and not much more harm, as many more
orthodox practitioners. Certainly he was remembered with admiration by many patients.
In 1933, an old-time resident recalled his "heroic work during the scarlet fever epidemic
of 1869-70."

Others in the 1870 Census were Hiram, thirty-four, farmer, wife Elizabeth, and
two children, Edith and Frederic. Also in the vicinity were John Wesley Bradley,
carpenter, and Roscious Bradley, farmer, with their families.

The same Census reported Eli Judson, sixty-six, owning his stove storein
Williston athough the Census taker spelled his name "Bladley." Real estate was placed
at $2500, personal at $1000 for Census purposes. He and Sarah, sixty-nine, made up the
entire household. Their home, located on one of two large lots they owned, was five or
six residences distant from the Ezbon Sanfords. "E. J. Bradley® Stove Store, "on the
main street, was no more than brisk two-minute walk from his home and within ten
doors of both me Williston Academy and Town Hall 2

Charles, 35, and his second wife, Roseannah Creamer, 27, whom he had married
in 1865, had moved to Jefferson Township in Fayette County, Ohio. In the Census
report dated July 7, 1870, the family included Eli 9, Henry C. 2, and Abbe Lex 1 month.
Charles@arming must have been prospering, his household including two female
domestic servants and two farm laborers. It is a safe bet that he was also doing part-time
ministry work athough unreported in the Census forms.

Eli and Sally moved to Lucas County in 1870, remaining there until 1876. The
Toledo City Directory 1874-75 lists him as a Bible agent with residence at 59 Vinton.
Among the Bibles he sold was probably an impressive "Combination Bible," published
by W. E. Bliss& Co., Toledo, 1875, a Prospectus for which was found among family
papers in Nebraska.

The location of Vinton Street, where they lived, has not changed in over a
hundred years although in 1877 it was a short block from
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the Wabash and Erie Canal and deadended at the Michigan Southern and Northern
Indiana Railroad ® whereas in 1977 the street is a block from the Anthony Wayne Trail
Expressway and deadends at the tracks of the Penn Central.

A daughter, Lydia, was born to Eber and Cynthain 1871. She lived until 1916,
dependent, and taken care of by her sister Belle.

Around 1871, Minnie Marian taught school for ayear or so in Troy where Albert
and Mary had lived from about 1867 as he continued his trade as a molder.* By January
1873, while Albert remained there, Minnie was in Ohio where she worked as an
assistant to her brother Eber, sometimes writing letters in his name and signing them
"Per M. M. Bradley." ° Presumably for her own reference, she kept a notebook of
homeopathic medical
words including these:

Anticeptics-Such medicines as resist putrification.

Infection-An unhealthy and poisonous composition formed during the

putrification process of dead organic matter.

Typhus-The nervous fever.
She had transfered her membership from a Troy church, in July 1872, to the First
Presbyterian Church in Maumee, Ohio. 6 The Toledo Blade of Thursday, May 14, 1874,
announced her marriage:
Dye-Bradley-At Westminster Church. Toledo, May 12, 1874, by Rev. H.M.Bacon, Rev.
Henry B. Dye, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Maumee City, Ohio, and Miss M.M.
Bradley, of Toledo. Troy, N.Y. and Burlington, Vt., papers copy.

Minnie, who had chosen her thirty-seventh birthday for her marriage date, was
using "Martha' as her first name or only the initials"M. M." The request for out-of-
town newspapers to copy was, incidentally, a widespread practice when papers freely
picked up newsitems from other publications on their exchange list.

The Reverend Henry Blenas Dye®first wife, Phoebe Griggs, had died over ayear
before at thirty-nine, leaving him with their three children. His church, at 200 East
Broadway in Maumee, built in 1836-37 and subsequently enlarged, was a simple frame
structure surmounted with a square tower and wooden spire. 7

Dye®salary as Pastor rose to $1000 in 1876. The following year, when he asked
to be released from the pastorate, he and Martha moved to the Presbyterian Churchin
Brownsville,
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Nebraska. Thiswas the beginning of several moves from one pastorate to another until
his retirement in 1907: Sidney, lowa;

Sterling, Nebraska; Sioux City, Morrison, and Grundy Center, lowa; and Saginaw,
Michigan.

The Reverend and Mrs. Dye certainly read the Maumee Advertiser aong with the
Blade to keep up with the news. Theissue of the Advertiser on May 21, 1874, a week
after the Dye-Bradley marriage, wastypical. There were ads for Dr. Clark who cured
cancers, old sores, and removed tumors; Swan® A pothecary®Hall featured "Find old
Kentucky Whiskies. . . for Medical purposes only;" Pat McGovern®livery stable
boasted of a"Rig that will suit in every particular, Fast, Slow, or Medium, Pat keeps the
best Horse Flesh;" and the Steamer "Cora Lock" made regular trips between Maumee
and Toledo, via Perrysburg, requiring only an hour to an hour-and-a-half for a one-way
trip.

Almira Farrington died in 1874 at seventy yours of age. Her son-in-law, with
whose family she had lived for some twenty years, thought highly of Cyntha® mother.
He wrote, "Mother Farrington was a very devoted virtuous woman."

His sister Minnie was also admired by Eber. When he and Cyntha had their last
child, adaughter, in 1875-who lived only five years—she was named in honor of her
Aunt Minnie and Charlesavife, Rose.

In the early 18706, Charles and his family moved from Fayette County, Ohio to
Seward County in Nebraska where he farmed and probably engaged in some church
activities. Albert was still at the iron foundry in Troy when, in 1875, the lure of owning
his own farm in Nebraska induced him and his wife to buy Charlesdarm for $1420. 8
Charles moved farther west to Phelps County, Nebraska, where he bought more land
and, we know, was aleader in his church.

Albert and Mary lived in atwo-room house on their farm until 1898 when they
built alarger residence. The year after settling in Nebraska, they were joined by his
mother and father from Lucas County. By 1880, quarters must have been crowded in the
home with four adults as well as Albert and Mary®children. ®
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The 1880 Census reported Minnie, 42, and Henry Dye, 47, In Sidney, lowa, where he
was aminister. With teem were his son William, 18, and daughter Marietta, 14, named
after her father®@a ma mater, Marietta College, Marietta, Ohio.

In Phelps County, Nebraska, Charles, 46, was a" County Superintendent,"
presumably of some church organization or function. Roseannah was 35. The children
were Ell W. 19, Henry 12, Abbe Lex 10, and Ancel 2.

Living nearby, brother John C., forty-eight, was forming having left Vermont on
some undetermined date in the @0@. His family consisted of hiswife Mary (Mary
Elizabeth, nicknamed "Lizzi€"?) and twenty-one-year-old Myron Clyde.

In Whitehouse, Eber was doctoring in 1880, Cyntha keeping house, and the at-
home children were Albert 20, Henry 16, Belle 10, Lydia 8, and Minnie 4. Their eldest.
Will, was proving himself somewhat of aworry to his parents. Helefthome, he and
brother Henry farmed together for a while, he worked with a circus or wild-west show
for aperiod, and finally became alumberjack.

Josiah Farrington was achieving a name for himself in western Missouri. An 1881
history of Carroll County extolled his public services as a Justice of the County Court
and one of the area®|eading merchants.9

With their high hopes disappointed in their oldest son, Eber and Cyntha
sponsored their second-born, Albert Josiah, at twenty-three, to higher education at Ohio
Normal College (Ohio Northern University in 1903), Ada, Ohio, for the 1882-83 term.
He had been keeping books for his father, an assignment his Aunt Minnie had
previousy and which Belle was to take over later. All of the children shared the chore
of rolling sugar mixtures into pills.

It is mostly likely that Albert was thinking about a career as ateacher, normal
school attendance at the time being primarily vocational training. According to the
University®@archives, he attended Ohio Normal for ten weeks, getting grades of 100 in
Penmanship, 90 in Mental Arithmetic, and 85 in Orthography, better known as Spelling.

The father of the individualistic "Eli-ites," as his son Henry had described them
twenty-four years before, died at the

7



Nebraska home of his son Albert on January 19, 1885, at eighty-one, a devout and hard-
working Christian throughout hislong life.

None of the children was more individualistic than the eldest, Ebe4, personally,
professionally, and politically. Self-anointed medical doctors with only on-the-job
training were not that uncommon and he did enjoy awell deserved reputation for
prodigiously hard work. He was also known for his generosity, giving food and supplies
freely to needy patients. His children agreed as adults that he was not al that thoughtful
of hisown family, however, often giving away family necessities.

Politically, he was a maverick. In 1887, for one example, a checklist was made of
the political inclinations of Whitehouse voters. There were 133 probable Democratic
votes and 85 Republican, the latter party including Henry and A. J. A political offshoot
called "Union Labor" had a mere eight adherents including, of course, Eber.

Will Bradley, at twenty-eight, was lumbering in May of 1885 when he wrote to
twenty-year-old Henry S., urging that he join Will as quickly as possible. Writing from
"Drummond," probably atemporary lumbering location in Minnesota, he wrote, "If we
are agoing to make a stake we want to get at something else beside working for some
person or Company." Will had just received aletter "from A. J. B.," whom both he and
Henry often called "Jo," from his middle name of Josiah.1B

Henry did not decide on lumber jacking as his trade. Instead, in 1887, he married
Jennie Catherine Parker, and settled down in Lucas County. They had two children,
Minnie Maize (1889-1912) and Harley Edward, born on September 25, 1892.

In the late 18806, Myron Clyde Bradley, the son of John C. Bradley and his first
wife, Frances, was a civic leader in Holdrege, Nebraska. He took over the local paper,
The Holdrege Daily Citizen for two years after being the paper®shop foreman. At the
same time, he was chief of the local volunteer fire department and a member of the
department®hose-cart running team. Although M. C. was cheated out of winning arace
at astate meet in Kearney in 1887, or so his friends insisted, the team survived to appear
in anational meet in Denver in 1889.
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Nearly half acentury later, Myron Clyde participated in the great Century of Progress
exposition in Chicago, playing the part of awhite-bearded Benjamin Franklinin"Ye
Olde Tyme Print Shop."

He never gave up the trade. When he died at ninety-onein Los Angeles, his
occupation was given as "Editor," his business as "Printing." Throughout his adult life,
he used "Clyde" or, more often, hisinitias, "M. C."

Hiram had quit farming by the late 1880®. He was in Toledo, working as a
traveling agent for a cordage supply company, according to the 1888-89 City Directory.

Phel ps County, Nebraska read about the activities of severa family membersin
the Nebraska Nugget and the Holdrege Citizen during the 1886-1891 period. With
family connections on the Citizen staff, the Bradleys did not lack for news coverage:

In 1886 John C. Bradley returned to Phelps County after @passing along spell of illness
in Seward." He advertised in the papers as agent for the White Bronze Company,
monuments and memorials, Des Moines, in 1886 and 1887.

In 1887, Eli Williamson Bradley called the Prohibition County Convention at which his
father, Charles, represented his home Industry Precinct. When Eli lost ayearling colt, it
was reported in the local press.

In 1889, John C. Bradley was secretary of the Citizen of which his sob, M.C., was editor
until January 1, 1891.

With these appearances, John C. Bradley disappears from avail able records and
recollections, a reasonable assumption being that he and hisfamily left the areain the
1890@.

Willie, the precocious eldest son of Eber and Cyntha®, about whom his Uncle
Myron had worried thirty years before, died as he was working as a lumberjack near
Aitken, Minnesota, killed by afalling tree on February 22, 1889, four days before his
thirty-second birthday. When his body was returned to Whitehouse for burial, letters
from his nineteen-year-old sister Belle were found in the pocket of hislumbering
clothes.

His younger brother, A. J., at twenty-nine, started on his thirty-year career with
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company on March 2 5, 1889. He had married Clara
(Caddie) May
Grimes, daughter of the Reverend Ezra Grimes, afire-and-
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brimstone Methodist preacher, and Lucinda Walker Grimes on August 26, 1884. Their
three children were Frederic Carlton, born in 1885, Walker Farrington, 1893, and
George Albert, 1898.

Employment with Metropolitan required frequent moves by the family. From
Toledo, A. J. was transferred to Columbus, then Chillicothe, Columbus again,
Parkersburg and Wheeling, West Virginia, and finally back to Toledo from 1900 to
1918 when he retired on pension to spend the rest of hislifein his beloved Whitehouse."

On October 24,1891, Sarah Cooley Bradley died at ninety, near Staplehurst,
Nebraska, at the home of her son Albert. The mother of ten children, she was survived
by seven of her eight sons and one of two daughters. Martha M ariah®husband, the
Reverend Henry Dye, came from their home in Sterling, Nebraska to assist at his
mother-in-law® services. Impressive monuments mark the burial sites of Sally and Eli,
perhaps acquired through their son John as agent for monument dealersin lowa.

Two years later, Cyntha died of typhoid fever. She was fifty-nine. Difficult as
Eber must have been at times, no one reading his letters to Cyntha can doubt his
devotion to her. Daughter Belle described her mother as a quiet person, completely
concerned for the well-being of her family.

Belle, twenty-four, was married the next spring, April 18, 1894, to Charles Lewis,
thirty-three, awidower and father of two small sons, Gifford and Watson. The marriage
was at the home of her brother. Henry, at Whitehouse. Belle and Charles were to have
two children, Ford and Bradley Lewis.

After years of declining health, Josiah Farrington, sixty-seven, died in Norborne
on February 22, 1895, of complications arising from age and hardships he had
undergone during the Civil War. His disability pension bad been increased two years
before from ten dollars a month to twelve. At one time considered well-to-do, he
reportedly signed notes as security for others and died a poor man. **

From Nebraska, Albert maintained friendly relations with his brother Harmon in
Vermont. In 1960, Albert®daughter, Anna C. Peterson, remembered the excitement of
visiting her Uncle
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Harmon with her parents and how scared she wastaking aridein a"big boat" on Lake
Champlain in the summer of 1897.

Other widely separated family members kept in touch. Harmon® son, Charles
Henry, and hiswife visited Minnie in lowa; Myron probably was in Whitehouse once or
twice; Charles®on, Eli, visited his cousin, Albert Josiah, and was a Methodist Protestant
minister in McConnellsvllle, Ohio at his death in 1900; the Nebraska families of three of
the brothers, Albert, Charles, and John C., were well acquainted.

Hiram®family was friendly with Eber®children even after Hiram®death in
Toledo in 1897. Hiswife, H. Elizabeth, had died nineteen years before.

Myron and Claralived in San Jose, Californiain the 1860@. Later on, Myron
might have been in the freight hauling business between Omaha and Salt Lake City for a
time although a recent cursory examination of Omaha Public Library records produced
no evidence.

He had been mining in Cripple Creek, Colorado, for years when he died on June
9, 1900 in St. Mary®Hospital, Pueblo. Charles brought the body from Colorado for
buria by Albert in the Seward, Nebraska, Cemetery adjacent to the monuments erected
for their parents.

Obituaries appeared in The Daily Press of Cripple Creek and Victor aswell as
The Daily News of Denver. The latter reported that he was "well known in Cripple
Creek as Major Bradley." His age was given as about sixty although he was seventy.

Cripple Creek, from the discovery of gold in 1890 through its peak year in 1900,
was booming and rambunctious. It had 139 saloons, 15 hotels, 40 groceries, 25 schools,
8 newspapers, 2 opera houses, and 100 attorneys. =

The Times of December 28, 1895 referred to amining claim identified as "Toledo
Blade," probably christened by some admirer of that popular publication. The same
month, the Palace Hotel felt called upon to publish awarning notice:

From this date, the Palace Hotel will charge 50 cents for every chair taken
In the office outside of the guests of the house.
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The year after Myron®death, Harmon Howe Bradley, seventy, died in Morrisville,
Vermont, on January 9th. Hiswife Sarah had died in 1879. Their survivorsincluded
their son, Charles Henry Bradley (1860-1922), probably the only family member in this
account who achieved mention in prominent encyclopedias as educator, author, and for
thirty-five years head of the Massachusetts Farm and Trade School in Boston.

Two months later, March 22, 1901, The Weekly Progress as well as The
Holdrege Citizen reported the death of Charles Sanford Bradley on March 20th at sixty-
seven. Obituaries described him as a prominent minister in the Methodist Protestant
Church, former president of the Nebraska Conference, agenial, enthusiastic, and
vigorous man.

Albert E. Bradley died at Seward, Nebraska on January 8, 1907, at sixty-eight, the
year after the death of hiswife Mary. Their children were Albert Isaac, Sara Masylvia,
Mary Louise, Hattie Maude, Helen (Néellie) Irene, Lottie, Meico, and Anna. In 1900,
Helen and Leroy E. Bye had married; they became the parents of Helen Mary, Elizabeth
Pearle, Mabel Rose, and Roy Albert.

Although feeble and incompetent in hislast years, Eber Bradley survived until
September 18,1909. He was eighty.

Martha Mariah®zest for living did not subside in her seventies. From Grundy
Center, lowa, she wrote (May 22, 1911) to a niece that she was suffering from several
infirmities. Her sight was failing, but she hoped to go east that fall for medical treatment
aswell asto see "the children." She recalled with some pride her previous birthday
anniversary, the seventy-third, when she had received thirty-five cards from one town
where she and Henry had spent six years.

She died in Saginaw, Michigan on April 7, 1919, nearly eighty-two. The burial
place is marked by a stone: "Mother - M. M. B. Dye-1837-1919."

With the death of Martha Mariah Bradley Dye, the last known living child of Eli
Judson and Sarah Cooley Bradley, this account of three generations of her family is
ended.
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